
Recycling schedule
Recycling pickup for

Wednesday, May 26, is plas-
tic, glass and metal. Put
appropriate items in blue
bags and place them on the
curb.

SBCCOM to honor
Asian/Pacific month

The U.S. Army Soldier
and Biological Chemical
Command will present an
Asian/Pacific Islander
American Heritage Program
on Tuesday, May 25, from
10-11 a.m. at the Edgewood
Area Conference Center
Auditorium, building E-
4810. The theme is
“Celebrating Our Legacy.”
Guest speakers for the pro-
gram will be Dr. Tom Che-
Sieu Yang, a senior food
technologist, and Angela
Pin-Pin Yang, a research
chemist, from the DoD
Combat Feeding Program,
Natick Soldier Systems
Center, Mass. The Yangs will
perform Chinese ethnic
dances and songs.

Following the program
will be food sampling of
Asian/Pacific Islander cui-
sine. Chinese translation of
audience names will be
offered by Angela and Tom
Yang on fine paper. 

For more information, call
the SBCCOM Employee
Assistance Office, 410-436-
3477/4810/2681.

Asian-Pacific 
luncheon is May 25

APG will sponsor the
Asian-Pacific Heritage
Month luncheon on May 25
at Top of the Bay. This
year’s theme is “Celebrating
Our Legacy.” Tickets cost
$7.50 and are available from
Sfc. Shelton Torbert, 410-
278-1534; Sfc. Thomas
Stephanic, 410-278-5598;
Sfc. Herbert Johnson, 410-
278-1053; Sfc. (P) James
Davis, 410-278-7381;
Gurdev Buttar, 410-278-
4121; or Dr. Ming Shih, 410-
436-1722.

Workshop set for
May 25-27

The next Transition
Workshop for ETS and retir-
ing military personnel will
be held May 25-27, 8 a.m.-4
p.m. each day, in building
2752, conference room 210.
To register, call Don
DelGavio at 410-278-9669.
There is limited seating.

Parent class starts
next week

The Army Community
Services New Parent Support
Program will offer a
Parenting Class for infants
and toddlers, May 25-June
29. Parents with children
ages newborn to 6 years can
attend classes Tuesday
evenings, 6:30-8 p.m., in the
APG Chapel, room 4.
Military families and APG
civilian personnel are wel-
come to attend. All parents
interested in registering for
this class should contact
Sharon Lawson or Leslie
Greenleaf, 410-278-
7474/7478. If child care is
needed, call by May 24 to
register.

HST ceremony
set for June 3

A change of command
ceremony for Headquarters
Support Troops, APG
Garrison, will be held June
3, 10 a.m., at Fanshaw Field.
Maj. Earl J. Teeter will pass
command of HST to Maj.
Clifton R. Johnston. HST has
approximately 130 military
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Col. Robert J. Spidel, APG Garrison commander, places a yel-
low ribbon at the Route 22 gate with Denise Doesburg, cen-
ter, and Esther Jackson.

By E.C. Starnes
Ordnance Corps Corporate Affairs

The breeze gently rippled the state and national
flags as the notes of the bugle commands drifted
through the cool spring air. Soldiers, airmen and
Marines from the 61st Ordnance Brigade and the
59th Ordnance Brigade snapped to attention as the
bugler sounded the call.

The pageantry at Fanshaw Field was in celebra-
tion of the U.S. Army Ordnance Corps’ 187th
anniversary and was carried out under the theme:
“Carry the Flame into the 21st Century.”

The review capped off the public celebration of
the anniversary of 187 years of “Service to the Line,
On the Line, On Time” and honored not only the
Corps’ birthday but the 10 newest members of the
Ordnance Corps Hall of Fame as well.

Ordnance Week activities also included: an

Ordnance Corps Association Golf Tournament; pre-
sentation of a Don Stivers’ painting to honor the
Ordnance Corps; advisory meetings of the Corps’
senior enlisted, warrant officer, officer and civilian
leaders; induction of the 1999 Hall of Fame
selectees; and the Ordnance Ball and Enlisted
Ordnance Ball.

On Tuesday, members of the local military and
civilian communities were on-hand to receive brief-
ings, shop tours, and take a look at some of the
Army’s latest equipment. Equipment on display
included the Forward Repair System-Heavy,
Multiple Launch Rocket System, the Hercules
Recovery Vehicle, the Paladin, Bradley Fighting
Vehicle, Abrams Tank, Light Amphibious Vehicle,
the Fox and the Palletized Load System.

Also available were displays, briefings and repre-

Ordnance Corps celebrates
187th anniversary

As the Ordnance Corps cele-
brated its 187th anniversary on
Aberdeen Proving Ground’s
Fanshaw Field Friday, the Corps’
senior officer was receiving his
fourth star 100 miles away.

Gen. John G. Coburn was pro-
moted to his present rank and took
command of the U.S. Army
Materiel Command (AMC) dur-
ing an assumption of command
ceremony at Fort Myer, Va. 

Coburn, who most recently
served as deputy chief of staff for
logistics, U.S. Army, Pentagon,
brings vast knowledge to his new
position at the headquarters in
Alexandria, Va. Coburn previous-
ly served as AMC’s deputy com-
manding general.

“I am deeply honored to be
selected to lead the Army Materiel
Command,” Coburn, a veteran of
Vietnam and Desert Shield/Storm,
said. “AMC researches, develops

and acquires much of the Army’s
equipment and provides tremen-
dous logistics support for our
Army, wherever our soldiers are
deployed.  I look forward to con-
tinue supporting the best soldiers

in the world and the best Army in
the world.”

The general is a distinguished
military graduate of Eastern
Michigan University, where he
was commissioned as a second
lieutenant of Infantry. He has held
many logistical command and
staff positions in the United
States, Germany, Taiwan and
Saudi Arabia.

Coburn was AMC deputy com-
manding general from 1994-1996.
From 1992-1994, he was com-
manding general of the U.S. Army
Ordnance Center and School and
the chief of Ordnance.

He was the deputy chief of staff
for logistics, U.S. Army Europe
and Seventh Army, Germany,
from 1991-1992. Prior to that, he
served as deputy commanding
general, 22nd Theater Army
Support Command, Saudi Arabia,

Corps’ top-ranking general
receives fourth star at AMC

See ORDNANCE, page 8

Gen. John G. Coburn
AMC commander

Yellow ribbons hung for troops in Balkans
By Yvonne Johnson
APG News

Anyone traveling around Aberdeen Proving
Ground during the past week may have noticed yel-
low ribbons decorating locations around post and
guessed correctly that their presence is related to the
crisis in the Balkans.

Thousands of U.S. troops are deployed there in
support of the Allied Forces mission - a fact that has
not been lost on the APG community.

With the help of the Post Exchange and the
Directorate of Public Works, Esther Jackson and
Denise Doesburg had the ribbons strung to remind
people about American involvement in the crisis.

The idea came from a U.S. Army Training and
Doctrine Command conference at Fort Leavenworth,
Kan., said Doesburg, wife of Maj. Gen. John C.
Doesburg, commander of APG and the U.S. Army
Soldier and Biological Chemical Command, and
Jackson, whose husband is Maj. Gen. Dennis K.
Jackson, commander of the U.S. Army Ordnance
Center and School and Army chief of Ordnance.

“Mrs. Reimer, told us she would be hanging yellow
ribbons and we brought the idea back with us,” said
Jackson of the wife of Army Chief of Staff Gen.
Dennis J. Reimer.

Col. Robert J. Spidel, APG Garrison commander,
assisted the two in obtaining ribbons, donated through
PX Florist Shop manager Geanette Lenoci, to Post
Exchange Retail Store Manager Floyd Wynn.

“They are large, durable and weather-resistant,”
Spidel said about the ribbons. “They’ll remain up
until the crisis ends, which we hope is soon.”

“And hopefully when everyone is safely returned,”
Doesburg added.

After inspecting the location of the ribbons on the
Route 22 Main Gate, Spidel instructed Ronnie
Keithly of DPW to hang the remaining ribbons at the
Maryland Boulevard Gate, on the old guard house and
at APG Garrison Headquarters.

Doesburg is the honorary president of the
Edgewood Area Officers’ Wives Club, while Jackson
is the honorary president of the Military and Civilian
Spouses Club.

See COBURN, page 10
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Maj. Cynthia Bedell warms up for a run, just one part of the
triathlon  she completed this month as part of the Army team.

Armed Forces Day
celebration slated
for Saturday
By Karen Jolley Drewen
APG News

Saturday will offer the on- and
off-post community a chance to
honor America’s military person-
nel at the annual Armed Forces
Day celebration.

Once again, Aberdeen Proving
Ground and the Harford County
community will team up for the
event, which will feature a 5K fun
run, a parade, musical entertain-

ment and fireworks.
“It’s going to be a great oppor-

tunity for members of the commu-
nity to come out and say ‘thank
you’ to the military,” said Katie
McRoberts, APG coordinator for
the event. “It’s particularly rele-
vant at this time, when we have
soldiers serving overseas in the
Balkans defending freedom, some
from right here at APG. It’s a

By Yvonne Johnson
APG News

Since she was a young girl,
Maj. Cynthia Bedell knew she
would become an athlete. Bedell,
deputy program manager for
acquisition in the Non-Stockpile
Chemical Materiel Project in the

Edgewood Area, recently
returned from Camp Pendleton,
Calif., where she participated in
the 1999 Armed Forces Triathlon
competition. 

Bedell described the triathlon
as a three-event endurance race

See TRIATHLON, page 6

No slowing down
for triathlon fan

Aberdeen Proving Ground Garrison is nearing the end of the
evaluation stage of the Installation Operations and
Community/Family Activities package of the Commercial Activities
Study. The announcement is projected to take place between May
24-28. Because the announcement may come before the next edition
of the APG News is printed, contact the CA Hotline Update at 410-
278-9461 or the CA Web Page Update (www.apg.army.mil/ca.html)
each day next week for the actual date and time of the announce-
ment.

Announcement on CA Study
expected next week

See AFD, page 4

See CA STUDY, page 4

Photo by LAMONT HARBISON

Col. Hugh Hudson leads the staff of 61st Ordnance Brigade past the reviewing stand during the
Ordnance Anniversary Review in celebration of the 187th anniversary of the Ordnance Corps.

 



personnel, and includes the post military police, Test and Evaluation
Command military personnel, chapel personnel and the 389th Army
Band (AMC’s Own).

Apply for Officer Candidate School
Applications are being accepted for the next board and must be

received by June 21 at U.S. Army Test and Evaluation Command
Headquarters, ATTN: AMSTE-RP-P. This date is firm. Applicants
will be scheduled to appear before the OCS board convened at Fort
Meade. For details, call Barb Tarczynski, 410-278-1172, or Connie
Garcia, 410-278-1175.

ACS parenting classes coming up
A parenting class for parents of teens will be held Thursday

evenings May 13 through June 24, 6:30-8 p.m. “Learn to
Communicate More Effectively as a Family” will be presented at
Army Community Service, building 2754. Parenting classes for par-
ents of school-age children will be held on Wednesdays, 11:45 a.m.-
12:45 p.m.; classes started May 12 and continues through June 23.
“Encourage your child to make responsible choices” will be present-
ed at ACS. For details, call Peggy Horne, 410-278-4372/7474.

DVQ reservations transferred
Responsibility for reservations at Aberdeen and Edgewood DVQ’s

has been transferred to the Swan Creek Inn Billeting Office. Direct
all inquiries regarding availability of DVQ or reservations to the
Swan Creek Inn reservations clerk or front desk manager at 410-278-
5148/5149.

Red Cross needs volunteers
The Red Cross is still looking for a few good volunteers. A volun-

teer is needed at the Logistics Office at the Kirk U.S. Army Health
Clinic to assist with property and at the main office of the Red Cross
to assist with clerical duties. Youth volunteers will be needed soon to
fill numerous positions on APG.  For more information, call Carolyn
Lerwill, 410-278-2087.

Boating and water safety offered
Lawrence G. Kaye of the Red Cross Office is available to speak

about boating and water safety to any military or civilian group at
APG. For information or to schedule an appointment, call the Red
Cross Office, 410-278-2087.

HCC Summer 1999 schedule
The Harford Community College APG Summer Session starts on

June 1, 1999. Many classes are available on Main Campus as well as
those offered at APG. Summer/Fall schedules are now available in
the APG office located in building 3146, next to the Army Education
Center. Register early. .For more information, call 410-272-2338.

June-July 1999
ENG 101, English Composition, 6-8:50 p.m., Monday and

Wednesday, building 5442
CJ 207, Criminal Investigation, 6-8:50 p.m., Monday and

Wednesday, building 5442
SPCH 101, Speech Fundamentals, 6-8:50 p.m., Tuesday and

Thursday, building 5442
ENG 209, Technical Writing, 6-8:50 p.m., Tuesday and Thursday,

building 5442
CIS 102, Intro Information Sciences, 5:30-8:20 p.m., Tuesday and

Thursday, building 3145

Speak for yourself
The HARCO Toastmasters Club meets the first and third

Thursdays of each month at Giovanni’s Restaurant, at 7 p.m.
Giovanni’s Restaurant is located on 2101 Pulaski Highway (Route
40), Edgewood. This is a world-wide program devoted exclusively to
training in better speaking, listening, evaluating and leadership skills.
For more information, call 410-272-5128 or 410-679-8453.
Upcoming meetings will be held May 20 and June 3 and 17.

FEGLI Open Season runs until June 30
Materials for FEGLI Open Season, which started April 24 and

continues through June 30, have been received in the Civilian
Personnel Advisory Center for distribution to activities. Information
also is available at the Office of Personnel Management web site,
www.opm.gov/insure/life/fegli99/index.htm. The 1999 FEGLI Open
Enrollment brochure and form is available on the web site. FEGLI
99 Open Enrollment Period Election forms downloaded from this
web site have four pages employees must complete. Completed

forms should be submitted to:  APG CPAC, ATTN:  STEAP-CP-
P/FEGLI OS, building 305, room B-15. For more information, call
Kathy Anderson, 410-278-2649, or Teri Wright, 410-278-4331.

Get info on Blue Cross plan
The Civilian Personnel Advisory Center has made arrangements

for a claim representative of the Service Benefit Plan (Blue
Cross/Blue Shield) to visit APG on Tuesday, May 11, 9-11:30 a.m. in
building 305, room B-14 (lower level), and building E-4420, 12:30-
1:30 p.m., to discuss claims problems and plan coverage. No
appointment is necessary.

Change in EA badge section
Effective May 4, the Badge/ID Section of the Directorate of Law

Enforcement and Security in the Edgewood Area, building E-4420,
room 109, will be open on Thursdays instead of Tuesdays. For more
information, call Edward Davis, 410-278-3821.

Community yard sales planned
The Community Life Mayoral Program will sponsor Community

Yard Sales in housing areas in the Aberdeen and Edgewood areas
during June. The Aberdeen Area yard sale will be held Saturday
and Sunday, June 5 and 6. Participating housing areas include Patriot
Village, Mobile Home Park, New Chesapeake, Bayside Village,
School Street, Plumb Point Loop and Hopkins Loop. All family
housing residents are invited to participate. The rain date is Saturday
and Sunday, June 12 and 13. The Edgewood Area yard sale will be
held Saturday and Sunday, June 19 and 20. Participating housing
areas include Lee Court, Mobile Home Park, Everette Road, Scully
Road, Grant Court, Skippers Point, Clearview Drive and Austin
Road.

Yard sales can be held weekends between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. Signs
announcing the sale may be erected in the vicinity on the day of the
sale. They may not be affixed to traffic signs, utility poles, trees,
lamp poles or fences; they should be placed on wooden stakes and
placed in the ground. Residents must remove signs and police the
area. Advertise for a yard sale on bulletin boards at the PX,
Commissary, Shoppette (contact manager for approval), or off-post
publications.

Send in soup labels to CDC, schools
The Aberdeen Area Child Development Center,  Aberdeen Middle

School and Edgewood Elementary School collect Campbell’s Soup
labels to redeem for equipment to be used by children enrolled at the
center. Eligible products include: Campbell’s bean products; chunky,
condensed, Home Cookin’ and Healthy Request soups; Campbell’s
tomato juices; Franco-American gravies, SpaghettiO’s; Pace Picante;
Pepperidge Farm products; V8 juices; Swanson products; and Prego
spaghetti sauces. The schools are collecting Klein’s Supermarket
receipts and Campbell’s labels. Klein’s is running a “Computers Plus
for Schools” program through May 25. Pink register receipts are
issued to all customers. The small portion with the total cost of gro-
ceries is needed, so the schools can redeem receipts for free comput-
ers, audio-visual equipment, software, books and sports equipment.

Drop off labels at the AA CDC, building 2485, at the box in the
lobby. Call Kim Fillinger at 410-278-9950 or 410-939-5950 for
details. For schools, send labels and receipts by June 1 to Aberdeen
Middle School, ATTN: PTA, 111 Mount Royal Ave., Aberdeen, MD
21001 (call Rose Ann Spieles, 410-272-6308); or Edgewood
Elementary School, ATTN:  PTA, 2100 Cedar Dr., Edgewood, MD
21040 (call Kathy Shrontz, 410-612-0444). 

Get your TRICARE enrollment cards
Have you received your TRICARE Prime enrollment card? If not,

contact the TRICARE Service Center at 1-888-999-5195 and speak
to an enrollment representative. It is imperative that your DEERS be

up-to-date with all your pertinent data. Any incorrect or missing
information in DEERS may cause a delay in receiving your enroll-
ment card. If you plan to enroll in TRICARE Prime or if this is a
permanent change of station to Aberdeen Proving Ground, remember
to stop at Military Personnel in building 305 and update your infor-
mation. Correct information on DEERS will provide you with “has-
sle free” TRICARE enrollment.

Toastmasters offers four county clubs
Toastmasters International has four great clubs in Harford County.

Harco’s Toastmasters meets first and third Thursdays, 7 p.m. at
Giovanni’s Restaurant, 2101 Pulaski Highway (Route 40),
Edgewood. For more information, call Lauren Sheriff, 410-575-
7648. Fallston Toastmasters meets second and fourth Tuesdays, 7:15
p.m. at Prudential Preferred Properties, 312 South Main Street, Bel
Air, Md. For more information, call Mary Fineagan, 410-879-1753.
Gunpowder Toastmasters meets second and fourth Tuesdays, 11:30
a.m. at the Gunpowder, Edgewood Area of APG. For more informa-
tion, call Paul Josephson, 410-436-1205 (work), or 410-539-0454
(home). Susquehanna Toastmasters, first and third Mondays, 11:45
a.m. at the Top of the Bay Restaurant, building 30. For more infor-
mation, call Mary K. Peck, 410-278-4584 (work), or 410-658-5549
(home). For information on Toastmasters throughout Maryland and
Delaware, call toll free: 1-888-TOAST18; or visit
http://www.erols.com/toastmas.

Block leave set for band
The 389th Army Band will not be available for commitments

from July 6-22 because of training and summer leave. For questions
regarding scheduling, call Judy Michalski, 410-278-2711.

Pizza delivery offered in EA
Anthony’s Pizza in the Edgewood Area delivers to homes and bar-

racks on post (Edgewood Area only) Monday-Friday, 5-7 p.m. To
place an order, call 410-671-6198.

Free depression screening offered
Sheppard Pratt at Riverside offers free depression screening

Mondays, 9:30-11:30 a.m. No appointment is necessary. Sheppard
Pratt at Riverside is located in Belcamp at 1250 Brass Mill Road,
Suite E. For more information, call 410-272-6100.

Host foreign exchange students
Host a foreign exchange student from Spain this summer. Students

are insured and bring their own spending money. Participate in fun
trips and activities. For more information, call 410-569-1868.
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By Lance Davis
Procurement Analyst, AMC Acquisition Center

Can you imagine a paperless government office? A paperless
government contracting office?

Dr. John Hamre, deputy secretary of defense, can. He has estab-
lished a goal that the DOD contracting process would be paperless
by Jan. 1, 2000.

Converting a paper-intensive process like contracting to a paper-
less one is a massive effort. By now everyone recognizes that a truly
paper-free contracting environment will not be achieved by the turn
of the millennium.

(Contracting wags now joke that “paperless” means “less paper”
— not “no paper.”)

But that doesn’t mean the AMC Acquisition Center (AMCAC) is
not taking the goal seriously. We must report our progress monthly
to the Army paperless contracting office.  And AMC has set us a
goal of being 75 percent paperless this year; this is one of the met-
rics tracked by the AMC commander in his quarterly AMC Review
& Analysis.

Contracting has always been a paper-intensive process. The pur-
chase request, the solicitation, the offeror’s proposal, the contract -
usually they’re all paper. It’s not unusual for us to send out 200 or
more copies of a large solicitation (each one can be up to several
inches thick) to interested companies. The proposals from industry
are often in several volumes (with multiple copies of each, of
course), and frequently are delivered to our contracting offices in
large boxes. Once the contract is awarded, there are a dozen or more
offices that want copies of the contract. And that’s just the begin-
ning; there may be several years of intensive paper-shuffling
involved in contract administration — modifications, vouchers, pay-

ments, data, interim reports, final report, audits, drawings, patent
disclosures, close out documentation - the list goes on, and the trees
continue to fall.

The first tentative steps toward paperless contracting came early
in the decade with the use of Electronic Bulletin Boards to post
solicitations. Bulletin Boards weren’t very effective.  

Then in 1995 came FACNET, a true EDI process. The contract-
ing office can post requests for quotation, vendors can submit
quotes, and the contracting officer can post the award electronically.
FACNET primarily was aimed at the huge number of contract
actions under $100,000. The APG Garrison Directorate of
Contracting initially embraced this new technology with enthusi-
asm, and for a few months was the largest user of FACNET in the
Army. When FACNET was successful, it was very successful - buys
that used to take 30-40 days could often be done in five days or
less. Unfortunately, when FACNET wasn’t successful, it was very
unsuccessful - either no quotes were received, or quotes were
received on the wrong items, or so many quotes were received it
took forever to sort through them. 

An early study showed that buys that used to take three to four
days took an average of 10 days with FACNET. Participation by
vendors was lackluster overall. And FACNET wasn’t all that paper-
less: buyers felt that they needed to follow up the electronic award
(which simply posted the award electronically) with a paper copy.
We still lived in a paper-based culture.

A few years ago, some contracting offices with large automation
staffs began to devise ways to use the World Wide Web to post
solicitations, and to employ e-mail and other techniques to issue
delivery orders, etc. Many of these efforts have been extremely suc-

Can you handle an emergency?
Do you know the difference between a
true emergency and a minor problem?
Emergencies include difficulty breathing,
bleeding, that does not stop after 15 min-

utes, or severe or persistent vomiting.  Call
an ambulance if the victim’s condition is life
threatening or if moving the victim may
cause further injury.

Don’t hang up!
If there is an emergency dial 911.
Remain calm while the dispatcher
tells you what to do.  Don’t hang up
until the dispatcher tells you to!!!!

This is National Emergency Medical
services Week. Learn more about
handling an emergency by contact-
ing the Abdereen Proving Ground
Division of Fire and Emergency
Services at 410-306-0562

SAFETY AWARENESS

ACQUISITION UPDATE

See ACQUISITION, page 11

Contracting going paperless



May 20, 1999 •  APG News  3

COMING UP...
FRIDAY
MAY 21
CARRIBBEAN PARTY
The Caribbean Connection
Association invites everyone to
attend a party, beginning at 7
p.m. at the AA Recreation
Center, building 3326. Music
will be provided by DJ Smith.
Free food, dress casual, and
free beer available after 9 p.m.
- a designated driver will be on
site. For details call Spc.
Damian Henry, 410-278-
2331/2391.

SATURDAY
MAY 22
ARMED FORCES DAY
The annual Arme Forces Day

celebration will begin with a 5K
Fun Run at 9 a.m., starting at
APG Athletic Center. A parade
in downtown Aberdeen will
begin at 4 p.m., and a concert
will be held at Aberdeen High
School’s front lawn at 7:30 p.m.
Fireworks will follow. For more
information, call 410-278-1143.

BASKET BINGO
There will be a Basket Bingo, 7
p.m., at the Good Shepherd
Catholic School located on 810
Aiken Avenue, Perryville, Md.
Basket Bingo costs $10 per tick-
et (three cards); additional sets
of three cards costs $5.
Longaberger Baskets will be
featured. Doors open at 6 p.m.
Food and drinks, door prizes,
raffles and special games will

also be available. All proceeds
to benefit the Good Shepherd
Catholic School. For more
information or to get tickets,
call the Good Shepherd
School, 410-642-6265.

MILITARY WOMEN 
The Ladies of the Women’s
Army Corps Veterans
Association, Maryland
Freestate Chapter 70, will host
a buffet luncheon to celebrate
the 57th Anniversary of women
in the military. The luncheon
will be held at 1 p.m., at the
Colonel’s Choice Restaurant,
Route 40 and Carol Avenue,
Aberdeen. The cost is $15 per
person. Make reservations by
May 19. Women from all mili-
tary branches, active duty or

For information about donating annual leave; call Cheryl
Gatling; 410-278-8978; or send a fax to 410-278-8839.
Employees eligible for donations in the Voluntary Leave
Transfer Program are: 

Michael Alexander (wife has cancer);
Joan Bond (stroke);
John Boyle (surgery); 
Barbara Breithaupt (multiple sclerosis); 
Bonnie Bromley (liver transplant); 
Alberta Brown (mother ill);
Daniel Brown (father has emphysema);
Linda Brown (diabetic);
Melda Callendar;
Sheila Cassidy (mother has cancer); 
Cara Coe (maternity);
Dawn Crouse (surgery); 
William Edwards (back surgery);
Joseph Hill (heart problems); 
Judy Hunt (arthropathy); 
Lilly “Kitty” Johnson (surgery);
Marlin Julian (heart surgery);
Sharen Kaylor (eye surgery);
Jennifer Keetley (maternity);
Tracey Kerney (surgery);
Beverly King (caring for husband);
Barbara LaGrange (Hodgkins Disease); 
Patricia LaGrange; 
Sherrie Laury (heart problems);
Dolores “Dee” McGrogan (back problems); 
Susan Naccarato (carpal tunnel syndrome);
Lesley Parker (daughter has seizures); 
Cathleen (Higgens) Perry; 
Barbara Carol Remines (surgery);
Michael Reynolds;
Mary Lee Samples (lymphoma cancer); 
Sherry Schaffer;
Walter Taylor (auto accident); 
Lavonne Telsee (caring for daughter); 
Joseph Walker (Wife has cancer)
Cecelia Walton (respiration problems); 
Kenneth Weathers (medical);
Frank Winters (surgery).

LEAVE DONATION

Admission is $3 for adults, $1.50 for children

OFFICE SPACE
Friday, May 21, 7 p.m.
Starring: Ron Livingston, Jennifer Aniston
A computer programmer is having a mid-life crisis at the ripe
old age of 28. Unable to endure another moment of the mind-
numbing routine, he hatches a plot which could lead to early
retirement. (Rated R)

ED TV
Saturday, May 22, 7 p.m.
Starring: Matthew McConaughey, Woody Harrelson
An unambitious video store clerk is plucked out of obscurity
and becomes the blockbuster hit of the season when he agrees
to have his life aired on cable TV 24 hours a day. (Rated PG-13)

TRUE CRIME
Saturday, May 22, 9 p.m.
Starring: Clint Eastwood, Isaiah Washington
An experienced newspaper reporter is challenged by his latest
interviewee, a Death Row inmate on his way to his execution.
With just 26 hours to go, the journalist becomes convinced that
the accused murderer is innocent. (Rated R)

MOD SQUAD
Friday, May 28, 7 p.m.
Starring: Claire Danes, Omar Epps
Based on ABC’s 1968 TV series, Julie, Pete and Linc are three
juvenile delinquents enlisted to work as undercover govern-
ment operatives. Able to infiltrate the counter culture, the trio
represent the epitome of cool. (Rated R)

THE KING AND I
Saturday, May 29, 7 p.m.
Animated
This adaptation of the Rogers and Hammerstein Broadway
classic tells the story of Anna, a strong-willed English school
teacher who, in 1863, travels to Siam to provide the royal chil-
dren of the King of Siam a Western education. (Rated G)

FORCES OF NATURE
Saturday, May 29, 9 p.m.
Starring: Sandra Bullock, Ben Affleck
Ben has two days to get from New York to Savannah for his
wedding. Circumstances hinder his trip, and Ben has to wonder
if somebody up there is trying to tell him something. (Rated R)

MOVIES

Send in events
Do you have an item for the
Community Notes page, or
an idea for a story? Fax it to
410-278-2570 or e-mail it to
kdrewen@apgnews.com.
Deadline is noon Monday
for the following Thursday’s
paper. 

veterans, are invited to attend,
and everyone is welcome.
Make checks payable to
Chapter 70 WAC Veterans
Association and mail to Inez
Sexton, 3152 Nova Scotia
Road, Bel Air, MD  21015-6534.

SUNDAY
MAY 23
OLD-TIME RELIGION
St. James A.M.E. Church,
located at 615-17 Green St.,
Havre de Grace, will host an
evening of gospel at 4 p.m.
Recording Artist Winfield
Parker and Praise will perform.
Everyone is invited to this free
event. For information, call
410-272-7912 or 410-297-6936.

AUDITION FOR PLAY
The Harford Dance Theatre of
Harford Community College
will hold auditions for its
annual production of “Harriet’s
Happiest Halloween,” from
noon-3 p.m. in the College’s
Susquehanna Center, room
S012. Auditions are open to
dancers, age 12 through adult,
with at least one year of dance
training. The audition will
include a full warm-up, fol-
lowed by simple steps of
choreography. Participants will
be asked to demonstrate all
forms of dance and are asked
to bring all dance shoes; they
should wear solid-colored leo-
tard and footless or convertible
tights. “Harriet’s Happiest
Halloween” will be presented
in October in HCC’s
Chesapeake Theater in Bel Air.
For more information, call
Martha Valentine or Bambi
Nevel, HCC, 410-836-4112. 

TUESDAY
MAY 25
ASIAN-PACIFIC LUNCH
APG will sponsor the Asian-
Pacific Heritage Month lun-
cheon at Top of the Bay. This
year’s theme is “Celebrating
Our Legacy.” Tickets cost $7.50
and are available from Sfc.
Shelton Torbert, 410-278-1534;
Sfc. Thomas Stephanic, 410-
278-5598; Sfc. Herbert
Johnson, 410-278-1053; Sfc. (P)
James Davis, 410-278-7381;
Gurdev Buttar, 410-278-4121;
or Dr. Ming Shih, 410-436-
1722.

FEMALE OFFICERS 
A Female Officer’s Luncheon
will be held from 11:30 a.m.-1
p.m., at the U.S. Army
Ordnance Center and School,
building 3073, second floor,
room 208, Warrant Officer
Professional Development
Division. The topic will be
Warrant Officers/Ordnance
Warrants. Bring a brown bag
lunch; drinks will be provided.
RSVP to Maj. Donna Killian,
410-278-4482, or Chief Warrant
Officer 3 Nelda Jones, 410-278-
2319, or e-mail
dkillian@ocs1.apg.army.mil, or
njones@ocs1.apg.army.mil.

OPEN HOUSE
Harford Community College
will hold a Computer Open
House from 6:30-9 p.m. in
Joppa Hall on the HCC
Campus. Information will be
available on credit/noncredit
programs and courses, finan-
cial and career opportunities.
Limited childcare is also avail-
able, by reservation only. Light
refreshments will be served. To
attend the Computer Open
House, call HCC Enrollment
Services at 410-836-4222. 

FRIDAY
JUNE 4
WOMEN VETERANS
Maryland Freestate Chapter
70, of the Women’s Army
Corps Veterans Association will
meet at 2 p.m. at the Aberdeen
Senior Citizen Center, 7
Franklin St. All WAAC, WAC,
Army Reserve, Army National
Guard and those serving in the
Army today or honorably dis-
charged, are invited to attend.

ITR has Orioles tickets
Baltimore Orioles Baseball tickets are still
available at the Information, Ticketing and
Registration Office for the following games:

Date Cost Purchase by

July 7, 7:35 p.m. $20 June 15
Section 75 Lower Box (Toronto)

July 16, 7:35 p.m. $20 June 15
Section 75 Lower Box (Montreal)

July 18, 8:05 p.m. $15 June 15 
Section 75 Lower Reserve (New York Mets)

July 24, 4:05 p.m. $15 June 15
Section 79 Lower Reserve (Anaheim)

Aug. 5, 7:35 p.m. $20 July 13 
Section 75 LF Lower Box (Detroit)

Aug. 21, 7:05 p.m. $15 July 27
Section 83 Lower Reserve (Chicago)

Aug. 31, 7:35 p.m. $15 July 27
Section 354 Upper Reserve (Tampa)

Sept. 4, 1:15 p.m. 15 Aug. 3
Section 73 Lower Reserve (Cleveland)

Sept. 10, 7:05 p.m. $15 Aug. 3
Section 79 Lower Reserve (Seattle)

Sept. 15, 7:05 p.m. $10 Aug. 17
Section 322 Upper Reserve (Oakland)

Sept. 28, 7:05 p.m. $15 Aug. 24
Section 79 Lower Reserve (New York)

Oct. 1, 7:05 p.m. $15 Aug. 24
Section 79 Lower Reserve (Boston)

Call the Orioles to check game times and rain-
out information at 410-685-9800. For details
about tickets, call the ITR Office at 410-278-
4011.

Chesapeake Challenge 
open all week
Chesapeake Challenge Amusement Park is
now open Monday through Thursday, 5:30-10
p.m.; Friday, 5:30 p.m.-midnight, Saturday, 1
p.m.-midnight, and Sunday, 1-10 p.m. Come
on out and enjoy the day or evening at the
park. There are go-karts to ride, but you must
be 54 inches or taller to drive. Try your skills at
either slow-pitch or fast-pitch baseball or soft-
ball. Bring a friend and challenge them on the
18-hole miniature golf course. Batting cages
cost 50 cents for 12 balls, go-karts are $3 for a
five-minute ride and golf is $3 per person -
patrons age 5 and under pay only $1 for golf.
The park also has a snack bar that serves hot
dogs, chips, nachos, sodas and sno-cones. 

If you have a special event or party coming up,
check out group rates, for a minimum of five
people:

Package 1: $10 per person, two rides, one
round of golf, two batting cage trips, one hot
dog, one soda and one bag of chips. 

Package 2: $8 per person, one ride, one round
of golf, one hot dog, one soda, one bag of
chips, one sno-cone. 

Package 3: $7.50 per person, two rides and one
round of golf.

If you have idea for a special event other than
our posted group plans call 410-278-9920.  

Sign up for swimming lessons
Registration for pre-school aquatics and youth
“Learn to Swim” lessons is continuing for
active duty family members. Registration is
conducted at the Outdoor Recreation
Equipment Resource Center, building 2407, and
the Edgewood Area Health and Fitness Center,
building E-4210. Lessons will be conducted
July 12-23 at both the Shore and Bayside
swimming pools. Pre-school aquatics are
offered for children ages 3-5, from 10-10:50
a.m. A parent or guardian will be required to
accompany the child in the water during
lessons. The “Learn to Swim” lessons will be
conducted from 9-9:50 a.m. and are offered for
children ages 6 and older. The fee is $20 per
student. Registration for all other eligible MWR
family members will begin June 6. For further
information, contact Outdoor Recreation, 410-
278-4124.

APG Boat Docks open soon
The AA and EA Boat Docks will open for the
season on Saturday, May 29, at 7 a.m. Motor
boats, rowboats, canoes, sailboats and wind-

surfers are available for rent by the hour or by
the day. The AA Boat Dock is located off Old
Cut Road, building 2040; the EA Boat Dock is
located on Skipper’s Point Road, in building E-
1473. Both facilities are open Saturdays,
Sundays and holidays, 7 a.m.-7 p.m. For infor-
mation, contact Outdoor Recreation, 410-278-
4124.

Equipment Resource Center 
The Outdoor Recreation Equipment Resource
Center offers 20x20-foot and 20x30-foot
canopies/party tents, padded folding chairs,
eight-foot rectangular folding tables, and new
this year, 70-inch round folding tables to help
outfit graduation parties, wedding/receptions,
family reunions, or any outdoor function.
Reserve your equipment now to ensure avail-
ability by paying the daily fee in advance.
Active duty military and family members may
reserve equipment up to 60 days in advance,
all others may make reservations up to 30
days in advance. Fees are very reasonable,
and reservations are accepted over the tele-
phone when paying by credit card. The center
offers supergrills (trailered charcoal grills), ice
chests in an assortment of sizes, insulated
drink coolers, plus camping equipment, out-
door sports and games, and canoes, kayaks
and boats. Visit the center in building 2407
with Arts and Crafts, or call 410-278-4124 for
further information.

APG Boat Launch Ramps
Warm weather brings thoughts of boating to
mind so don’t forget that a boating launch
ramp access pass is required to use APG’s
launch ramps. A pass good for one year is $30,
and a daily ramp pass, good for one round-trip
launch is $5. Only eligible MWR patrons are
authorized to use the boat launch ramps. One
ramp is located in the Aberdeen Area, off Old
Cut Road, next to the AA Boat Dock, building
2040. Two ramps are located in the Edgewood
Area, one off Skipper’s Point Road at the EA
Boat Dock, and one adjacent to the EA Deer
Checking Station, building E-4733. Passes may
be purchased at the Outdoor Recreation
Equipment Resource Center, building 2407,
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.;
Friday, 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; and Saturdays and
Sundays, 7 a.m.-noon. For more information,
contact Outdoor Recreation, 410-278-4124.

Edgewood Arts and Crafts 
Ceramic Class: A beginning ceramic class will
be held June 12 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Cost is $7
plus supplies. The craft shop has more than
500 ceramic molds to pour and a wide selec-
tion of bisqueware, greenware, paints and
brushes for sale.  

Stained Glass Class: A beginning stained glass
class will be held on Saturday, June 19, 10
a.m.-1 p.m. Students will make a basic sun-
catcher using the copper foil method. This
basic method teaches the skill you need to go
on further to make larger projects later on.
Cost $15 plus supplies.

Woodshop Orientation: A basic woodshop ori-
entation class will be held on Saturday, June
5, 9:30-10:30 a.m., building E-4440. Cost is $3
user fee. This class is required to work in the
woodshop.

Custom Framing: If you want professional
advise and picture framing bring it to the
experts for framing. For an estimate bring your
pictures in during our hours of operation.

Framing Class: A beginning matting and fram-
ing class will be held on Thursday, June 24,
5:30-9 p.m. Students must bring an 8x10-inch
picture to class to frame. Cost is $15 plus sup-
plies. Students must pre register in advance as
space is limited.

For information on the above classes call 410-
436-2153 on Thursdays, 1-9 p.m., and Fridays
and Saturdays, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., or stop by build-
ing E-4440 during hours of operation.

Bingo coming up May 23
The Aberdeen Area Recreation Center, in con-
junction with the EA Recreation Center, is
proud to announce Big Bucks Bingo May 23 at
the AA Recreation Center, building 3326. Doors
open at noon and earlybirds start at 1 p.m.
Prizes will include two $600 games and a
Jackpot game of $1,000. For more information
call 410-278-2621 or 410-436-2713. 

MWR UPDATE

Call 410-676-9574 for more
information.

SATURDAY
JUNE 5
SUMMER JAM 99
Big Cube Entertainment pre-
sents Summer Jam 99, at the
Top of the Bay Main Ballroom,
beginning at 9:30 p.m.  Tickets
cost $7 in advance. For details
or tickets, call 410-817-1390.

SATURDAY
JUNE 26
COMMUNITY FIRST AID
The American Red Cross will
hold a Community First Aid and
CPR class from 9 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
at the Red Cross, building 2477.
Cost of the class is $25 and is

payable by check to the
American Red Cross. Students
will be certified for three years
in First Aid and one year in
Community CPR. For informa-
tion, call Carolyn Lerwill, 410-
278-2087.

WEDNESDAY
JUNE 30
ORGANIZATION DAY
The 8th annual U.S. Army
Garrison, Aberdeen Proving
Ground Organization Day will
be held on Wednesday, June
30, from 8 a.m.-4 p.m., CAPA
Field, Edgewood Area. Games
and entertainment will be pro-
vided for the whole family.
Ticket prices and points of con-
tact will be provided soon.
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chance to show support and just say thanks to our
military.”

She described the day as “a great family event,”
and encouraged participants to bring lawn chairs and
blankets for the parade through the middle of
Aberdeen at 4 p.m., then walk up West Bel Air
Avenue to Aberdeen High School for more fun until
the concert begins at 7:30 p.m. Even the food sales
before the show support the community; the
Aberdeen Fire Department will sell pit beef as a
fund-raiser, music supporters from the high school
will sell hot dogs and hamburgers, and an ice cream
truck will benefit the 389th Army Band (AMC’s
Own).

In addition to marching in the parade, the band
will perform at the high school with 17 members of
the All-County Band, high school students from
around the county. The selections will include patri-
otic songs and one of the show-stoppers from last
year, the “1812 Overture,” complete with canon fire
for the finale.

But the day will begin much earlier than the con-
cert at sunset, with a 5-Kilometer Fun Run/Walk at 9
a.m. at the APG Athletic Center at building 3300.

Race-day registration will be held from 8-8:45
a.m. For details, call Ralph Cuomo at the
Community Recreation Division, 410-278-
4402/4056), or Darlene Ostroski at the Aberdeen

City Office, 410-272-1600.
From 10 a.m.-2 p.m., those with an interest in his-

tory should stop by the Antique Military Vehicle
Rally, held on Maryland Boulevard across from
Ruggles Golf Course on APG. The rally begins
Thursday and continues, dawn to dusk, through
Saturday.

Before the 4 p.m. parade down Aberdeen’s West
Bel Air Avenue, the Aberdeen High School Show
Band, known for its selection of popular music, will
perform downtown from 2:30-3:30 p.m. in front of
Grace Methodist Church.

The parade will begin with a joint service Color
Guard from the Military District of Washington. Also
appearing will be historic military vehicles from the
rally, today’s vehicles from Aberdeen Test Center
and the U.S. Army Ordnance Center and School, and
floats from APG Garrison and the National Guard,
among many other military and civic groups.

From there the action moves to the high school
and the concert, which will culminate with a fire-
works display at about 9 p.m.

Remember to bring lawn chairs or blankets to the
parade and concert. From the parade, it’s a short walk
to the high school, where you can get a good seat on
the lawn for the concert. Restroom facilities will be
available to the public.

For more information about Armed Forces Day
events, call Lena Goodman at 410-278-1143.

As before, the announcement will be televised
live via APG’s WAPG-TV, on-post cable channel
3, so all employees receive the same information
at the same time. Employees wishing to view the

announcement should contact their supervisor for
work areas that have cable television or contact
the CA Hotline or CA web page updates for a list
of post facilities which will have public viewing
areas available.

Photo by LENA GOODMAN

Members of the 389th Army Band (AMC’s Own) and high school students from the All-County
Band practice Monday for their Armed Forces Day performance this Saturday.

AFD, from front page

Parade, concert, fireworks planned

CA Study announcement expected soon
CA STUDY, from front page

DoD’s top research director to address
high-performance computing workshop 

An impressive slate of speak-
ers led by Dr. Hans Mark, the
Department of Defense’s director
for defense research and engineer-
ing, will visit  Aberdeen Proving
Ground to assist in a High
Performance Computing
Workshop June 28-July 1.

Mark will share his views on
more-effective applications of
high-performance computing. He
will be joined by other national
leaders in the computer and test-
ing fields who will participate in
the workshop. 

In addition to featured speak-
ers, the agenda includes papers
from HPC organizations, test cen-
ters, and ranges across national
major range and test facility base.

Sponsors are working on this
second annual workshop on HPC
which will address real-time com-
puter applications to solve urgent
testing, analysis, and evaluation
problems. 

The workshop is hosted by the
International Test and Evaluation
Association’s (ITEA) Francis
Scott Key Chapter in partnership
with DoD’s High Performance
Computer Modernization Office,
the U.S. Army Test and

Evaluation Command and the
U.S. Army Research Laboratory.  

Organizers said last year’s
inaugural workshop established a
vital link between the HPC com-
munity and the testers in the field.
The success of the initial meeting
prompted a follow-on session to
continue expansion and utiliza-
tion of information age technolo-
gies.

Work sessions will feature
papers on computer technology
for signal and image processing,
high-level architecture applied to
distributed simulation for force
modeling, data acquisition and
smart instrumentation, and syn-
thetic environments. 

This year’s theme, “High
Performance Computing for Real
Time Applications,” is designed
to bring the latest computer sci-
ence to the user in the field. Army,
Air Force and Navy users will
describe their computer applica-
tions which are making the test
and evaluation job more efficient
and effective. They also will have
the opportunity to seek solutions
to “real world” problems related
to their test projects. Among these
user agencies are the testers who

require advanced computer tech-
nology to support “Virtual
Proving Ground” methods. 

The 1998 workshop brought
together key people from the HPC
and testing communities who
shared ideas and laid the corner-
stone for a bridge linking these
communities.  

Appropriately, the logo for the
workshop uses a suspension
bridge (similar to the
Susquehanna River bridge) with
the sponsoring agencies linked
around it. The ‘99 Workshop will
further build and strengthen this
bridge by stressing real-time high
performance computing applica-
tions.

The site for the workshop will
be the Richlin Ballroom/ Comfort
Inn in Edgewood. 

The formal program will be
supported by one-day tutorials at
Harford County’s Higher
Education and Applied
Technology (HEAT) Center in
Aberdeen. 

For workshop information,
contact Jeff Highland at TECOM,
410-278-1269 or visit the web site
at: http://vt-gate.apg.army.mil
/itea.

Want the latest post news?
Listen to the APG Report on Monday,

Wednesday and Friday,
7:08 a.m. and 4:08 p.m., on Aberdeen’s

WAMD radio station, 970 AM.
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By E.C. Starnes
Ordnance Corps Corporate Affairs

Charlie Hudson has had several
jobs and titles since she left
Louisiana and joined the Army.
She was an Ordnance Corps offi-
cer (now retired). She is the wife
of the commander of the 61st
Ordnance Brigade, Col. Hugh
Hudson. She is mother to son
Dustin. She is a logistics analyst.
And now, she has added the title
“novelist” to her list.

“Orchids in the Snow,” a 274-
page look into the life of a post-
Vietnam era wife, has been pub-
lished by Perrico Publishing and
has gotten some good reviews and
a listing on amazon.com.

“I like to think of ‘Orchids in
the Snow’ as a dual story,” she
explained, “a story of the family
side of the military and the story
of the types of choices women can
make for their lives.”

The book marks a turn from
professional technical writing for
Hudson. Her “writing career,” she
noted, began when two of her
now-retired bosses had her write
her first published piece. Gen.
Leon E. Salomon and Brig. Gen.
Bob McFarlin encouraged her to
write an article based on her
Ordnance experiences with main-
tenance in the desert for Ordnance

Soldier, wife, mother,
employee ... novelist?
Brigade commander’s wife adds another title to list

Magazine. (She is a veteran of the
Persian Gulf and Operation
Uphold Democracy in Haiti.)

“Orchids in the Snow” is the
story of Andrea Randall, an Air
Force wife of 23 years who finds
herself at mid-life with a husband
deployed and an empty nest.
While the story is set on a military
base it is not necessarily a military
story. 

“The situations that the women
in ‘Orchids’ face are by no means
confined to the military,” Hudson
said. “They are common to
women across many segments of
society.”

“When I was commissioned as
a second lieutenant, I played a
variety of roles in the military -
first as a single woman in a non-
traditional field, then as a part of a
dual military couple, then as a sin-
gle mother, and now again as a
wife.

“I was in the first wave of the
post-Vietnam military and had a
very small part in helping open

the way for women to hold many
of the jobs they do today. Despite
my early focus on trying to be
successful in an unfamiliar envi-
ronment, I also recognized that
the roles of many of the military
wives were equally structured
even though they had no official
positions. The military has under-
gone noticeable social change in
the past 20 years, notwithstanding
the occasional headline-making
scandals, and I wanted to provide
a look at that community.”

Is it a “woman’s book”?
“Not necessarily,” Hudson

said. “So far, the men who have
read it have enjoyed it. It does
give insight into how differently
men and women view an identical
event and how easy it is to allow
miscommunication to impact
decisions.”

The book has received some
good reviews, including one from
a “reader from Washington, D.C.”
who wrote: “Entertaining and
thought-provoking … didn’t want

it to end! . . . The characters soon
feel like family and are hard to let
go of on the last page. When fin-
ished, you will be eagerly await-
ing Charlie Hudson’s next book!”

Another reader from Phoenix
wrote: “A real look at the life of
military family members.”

“Even though the characters in
this book are all military person-
nel and their spouses or civilian
employees at military bases, their
lives and problems make you look
at your life and examine what is
important to you as you read of
their travails,” wrote a reader
from Columbus, Ohio.

And a military wife wrote, “A
terrific book by the woman who
has become my favorite author.”

“Orchids in the Snow” is avail-
able at the Ordnance Museum Gift
Shop and through the Internet at
www.amazon.com.  Ordering
information is also available from
Perrico Publishing, P.O. Box 251,
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md.
21005.

Photo by ED STARNES

Charlie Hudson, Army veteran and wife of 61st Ordnance
Brigade Commander Col. Hugh Hudson, poses with her novel,
“Orchids in the Snow.”

Library books
available at
both branches

The APG Garrison Library
has new books for your reading
pleasure. Come by either the
Aberdeen Area Library or the
Edgewood Area Branch Library
and check out some books.

New books 
available are:

A Certain Smile, by Judith
Michael;

The Emperor’s General, by
James H. Webb;

Eye of the Beholder, by Jayne
Ann Krentz;

Heartbreaker, by Robert
Ferrigno;

I Left My Back Door Open,
by April Sinclair;

Into the Darkness, by Harry
Turtledove;

Liberty Falling, by Nevada
Barr;

The Prodigal Spy, by Joseph
Kanon;

Snow Man, by Carolyn
Chute;

Spinners, by Anthony
McCarten; 

We’ll Meet Again, by Mary
Higgins Clark.

The Aberdeen Area Library is
located at building 3320 on
Aberdeen Boulevard. It is open
Monday-Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.-
7:30 p.m., and Saturday and
Sunday, 1-5 p.m.; it is closed
Thursday and Friday.

The Edgewood Area Branch
Library is located at building E-
4405 on Austin Road. It is open
Wednesday and Thursday, 11:30
a.m.-7:30 p.m., and Sunday, 1-5
p.m.; it is closed Monday,
Tuesday, Friday and Saturday.
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SPORTS

Volleyball League wrapping up

Bedell swims, cycles and runs
on Army’s triathlon team
consisting of swimming, cycling and
running.

“The run is 10 kilometers or 6.2
miles,” Bedell said. “The swim is one-
and-one-half kilometers, or just under
.9 miles, and the bike race is 40 kilo-
meters, or 26 miles.”

She explained that in the triathlon
teams consisted of five men and three
women. The best scores for three of
the men and one of the women were
tallied for points, Bedell said.

The California competition was
especially challenging, Bedell
recalled, because the swimming por-
tion of the race was held in the Pacific
Ocean. 

“We swam 600 meters out, 300
meters north along the beach, then 600
meters back in,” said Bedell.

Several surfers who were taking
advantage of the large breaker waves
that day made the swim even more dif-
ficult, Bedell said. 

“It was difficult to swim in the surf,
but my swim time was good. My time
in the water was just a little too long,”
she added.

After the swimming competition
there was a 40-kilometer bike race and

a 10-kilometer run around Camp
Pendleton, Bedell said. 

The U.S. Army team in the triathlon
placed third overall behind Navy and
Air Force, which placed first and sec-
ond, respectively, and ahead of the
Marines team, which placed fourth.
Bedell said that individually, the Army
team did well and that she met her per-
sonal goals.

“The entire race was completed in
two hours and five minutes for the
fastest male,” Bedell said. “I complet-
ed it in two hours and 31minutes.”

She added that her goal for next
year is two hours and 15 minutes.

The New England native said she
began swimming at a young age and
took up cycling in college. The prod-
uct of an athletic family, Bedell said
she has been training and competing in
triathlons for the last 12 years. 

“Both my parents are athletes and
all the women in my family since my
great-grandmother have been ath-
letes,” she said.

An avid cyclist and skier, Bedell
began racing while a student at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
She helped found the MIT cycling
team and also coached the alpine ski

racing team at the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point from 1993-
1996. She explained that she became
interested in triathlons when she was a
company commander in
Massachusetts

To prepare for a race, Bedell said
she trains as often as her busy schedule
allows and that her routine is basically
what she does regularly to stay in
shape.

“I enjoy working out to keep my
energy level up,” said Bedell. “Usually
I run and cycle with my husband and
swim on my own.”

To maintain her light build and
hardy stamina, Bedell says she is care-
ful of what she eats, but does not
adhere to the restrictive diets profes-
sional athletes use.

“I eat a fairly standard diet and keep
a balance of fat and carbohydrates,”
Bedell explained. “I don’t want to burn
too much of either.”

Bedell said her grandmother still
bowls at the age of 88 and her 66-year-
old mother still cycles and coaches
soccer. When asked how long she
would remain athletically active, she
replied without missing a beat, “I
probably won’t ever slow down.” 

Intramural volleyball post-season
The APG Intramural Volleyball Season ends with the Post-Season Championship

Tournament this weekend, May 22-23, at Hoyle Gym starting at 8 a.m. Saturday. The
regular season ended Wednesday and the top four teams in each of the two divisions will
advance to the double elimination tournament. The championship game will be held
Monday, May 24, 6 p.m. The game will be played on the home court of the team that is
in the winner’s bracket at the end of play Sunday night. For more information about this
game, contact the Intramural Sports Office at 410-278-7934, on Monday morning.

Softball tournament begins season
APG Intramural Softball Season will begin with the annual Pre-Season Tournament, a

single elimination competition May 24-27 in both areas of post. The championship game
will take place on Tuesday, June 1, on the home field of the team in the winner’s bracket
after play concludes on Thursday, May 27. The softball regular season begins June 2.

Sports Council meeting scheduled
The next Sports Council meeting will be held May 27, 10 a.m., at Hoyle Gym. Topics

will include an update of Commander’s Cup point standings, update of the intramural
softball and golf leagues, the upcoming Intramural Tennis Tournament and the APG
Military Golf Tournament. All units at APG should be represented at this meeting.  For
details, contact Earlene Allen, Intramural Sports coordinator, 410-278-7934.

Women’s recreational softball forming
The APG Sports Office is organizing a Women’s Recreational Softball League for an

eight-week season starting June 8 in the Aberdeen Area. All women who are eligible
patrons of MWR facilities are invited to join.  Interested players or teams should sign up
at the APG Athletic Center or Hoyle Gym by June 1. A minimum of four teams is need-
ed. For more information, contact the Intramural Sports Office at 410-278-7934.

Intramural golf starts today
APG Intramural Golf League starts Thursday, May 20, at Plumb Point Golf Course.

Tee time is at 5 p.m. For more information, contact Harold Smith, 410-436-3375.

Military Golf Tournament slated for June 12 and 13
The Community Recreation Division’s Sports Sport’s Office and Ruggles Golf Course

are sponsoring the 1999 Military Golf Tournament on June 12 and 13. This tournament is
for active duty military only and will run on a 36-hole format with five flights.
Handicaps must be reported at time of registration. Those interested must register by
June 4 at either MWR gym or golf courses at APG. For more information, contact Harold
Smith at 410-436-3375 or Marc Williams at 410-278-9452.

Intramural Tennis Tournament is June 14-24
The Intramural Tennis Tournament will be held June 14-24 in both areas of post. Play

will be held in the following categories: Men’s Open, Men’s Senior (34-39), Men’s
Masters (40 and over) and Women’s Open. Active duty military who are interested in
playing in this tournament need to register at their area gymnasium by June 3.

The Intramural Sports Office also is sponsoring an open tennis tournament in conjunc-
tion with the Intramural Tennis Tournament. This tournament is open to all family mem-
bers of active duty military, retirees and their family members, as well as all civilian
employees of APG who are 18 years or older. Intramural winners and open winners will
compete for the post tennis championship on June 30. For more information, contact
your area gym or the Intramural Sports Office at 4100-278-7933.

Post softball, volleyball teams seek players
Any active duty military personnel interested in playing on the post volleyball or soft-

ball team should call Marni Allison, APG sports director, 410-278-4497.

SPORTS SHORTS
The following results for the
Intramural Volleyball League were
reported by the Intramural Sports
Office for the week ending May 14:

Aberdeen Division
Results

May 10
USMC defeated F Co. 16th, 15-7, 15-
10
E Co. 16th defeated HHC 16th, 10-
15,15-12, 15-10

May 12
USMC defeated HHC 16th, 15-10,13-
15, 15-11
NCOA defeated F Co. 16th, 15-7, 15-9

Standings
USMC 13-1
E Co. 16th 9-3
HHC 16th 7-5
NCOA 6-7
F Co. 16th 4-9

Edgewood Division
Results

May 10
HHC 143rd defeated SBCCOM, 15-5,
11-15, 15-14
520th defeated MRICD, 2-15, 15-6, 16-
14
A Co. 143rd vs. CHPPM, rescheduled

May 12

520th defeated CHPPM, 15-2, 15-3
A Co. 143rd defeated HHC 143rd, 15-
11,16-14
MRICD defeated SBCCOM, 15-1, 15-3

Standings
MRICD 12-2
520th 10-2-1
HHC 143rd 7-5-1
A CO 143rd 6-7
SCBCOM 2-10
CHPPM 0-11

Schedule
May 22-24, Post-Season
Championship Tournament
May 24, championhip game and
award ceremony, to be announced.

TRIATHLON from front page
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Effective May 1, Kirk U.S. Army Health Clinic
enhanced the TRICARE Prime benefit for Prime
enrollees at APG.

Beginning in May, TRICARE Prime enrollees
who experience an urgent medical problem may call
1-888-999-5195 for an urgent care appointment,
Monday-Saturday and 410-278-1725 on Sunday and
avoid long waits for medical attention. Hours for the
Acute Minor Illness Clinic are from noon-8 p.m. on
weekdays and 9 a.m.-5 p.m. on weekends and holi-
days.

An added enhancement for permanent-party
active duty is availability of appointments with their
Primary Care Manager by calling 1-888-999-5195
from 6 a.m.-6 p.m. This enhancement is intended to
replace sick call for permanent-party active duty.
Student sick call hours, 6-8 a.m. on weekdays, will
remain unchanged.

Patients who have not already elected to become
TRICARE Prime enrollees should consider enrolling
immediately to guarantee priority access to Kirk. In
keeping with Title 10, United States Code, Section

1097 (C) as revised by Section 712 of the National
Defense Authorization Act for fiscal year 1996, TRI-
CARE Prime enrollees receive priority access to care
in Military Treatment Facilities.

As Kirk’s capacity for TRICARE Prime enrollees
continues to fill, space-available health care will
diminish proportionately. Non-TRICARE Prime
patients soon will experience increased waiting times
and depending on their medical condition, may need
to use their non-prime option. True emergencies that
threaten life or limb will be seen immediately regard-

less of TRICARE enrollment status.
If you have not already done so, make arrange-

ments to enroll in TRICARE Prime today. Enrolling
in TRICARE Prime will guarantee you priority
access to Kirk and to the military health care system.
The TRICARE Service Center, 1-888-999-5195,
located at 1202 Technology Drive, Suite B,
Aberdeen, and the TRICARE Liaison Office, 410-
278-1881, at Kirk U.S. Army Health Clinic, are wait-
ing to assist you in completing a TRICARE Prime
enrollment form.

KUSAHC enhances benefit for TRICARE Prime enrollees

WASHINGTON, D.C. -
Members of the Reserves and
National Guard who are called to
active duty in connection with the
crisis in the Balkans will be eligi-
ble for health care benefits under
TRICARE, just as other active-
duty service members are.

Their families will also become
eligible for TRICARE benefits, if
the military sponsor’s active-duty
orders are for a long-enough peri-
od of time.

This eligibility begins on the
effective date of their orders to
active duty. Needed care will be
provided by uniformed services
medical treatment facilities, and
by authorized civilian health care
providers.

Families of activated reservists
and National Guard members
become eligible for health care
benefits under TRICARE
Standard or TRICARE Extra on
the first day of the military spon-
sor’s active duty, if his or her
orders are for a period of more
than 30 consecutive days of active
duty, or if the orders are for an
indefinite period.

TRICARE Standard is the for-
mer CHAMPUS program with a
new name. Benefits under TRI-
CARE Standard are the same as
they were for CHAMPUS.

For active-duty families, TRI-
CARE Standard pays 80 percent
of the TRICARE allowable
charge for covered health care ser-
vices that are obtained from
authorized, non-network, civilian
health care providers. Those who
receive the care are legally
responsible for the other 20 per-
cent of the allowable charge, plus
other charges billed by “non-par-
ticipating” providers, up to the
legal limit of 15 percent above the
allowable charge. 

Providers who “participate” in
TRICARE accept the TRICARE
allowable charge as the full fee for
the care they provide.

Persons who use TRICARE
Standard or Extra pay annual
deductibles for outpatient care of
$150 for one person, and $300 for
a family (for active-duty military
sponsors who are E-4 and below,
the amounts are $50 for one per-
son, and $100 for a family). TRI-
CARE Extra features discounted
cost-shares (15 percent of negoti-

ated fees) when TRICARE net-
work providers are used, but it’s
available only in the same geo-
graphic areas as the HMO-type
health care option, TRICARE
Prime.

Families of Reserve/National
Guard members who are called to
active duty for 179 days or more
may enroll in TRICARE Prime, if
they live where it’s available.
There are no enrollment fees for
active-duty family members. But
enrollment forms must be com-
pleted, and military medical facil-
ities and/or TRICARE Prime net-
work providers must be used.

Enrollees don’t have to pay for
care at military hospitals and clin-
ics, but they’ll be charged $12
copayments ($6 if the military
sponsor is E-4 or below) when
they use civilian network
providers. Since many Reserve
families may have continuing
relationships with providers who
aren’t in the TRICARE networks,
enrolling in TRICARE Prime (and
thereby having to use only
providers who are part of the TRI-
CARE Prime network) may not be
the best choice for these families.
TRICARE Standard may work
better for them.

Also, persons who are covered
by other health insurance (such as
a civilian employer’s health plan)
should be aware that TRICARE
pays after those plans have made
their payments for health care ser-
vices. The only time TRICARE is
not second payer is when
Medicaid (a public assistance pro-
gram) is involved, or if the patient
has a health care insurance policy
that is specifically designated as a
TRICARE supplemental policy.
In those cases, TRICARE pays
before the other insurance.

TRICARE Standard users
should make sure that the provider
from whom they seek health care
has been certified by the regional
TRICARE contractor as an autho-
rized provider of care for TRI-
CARE patients (check with the
provider, or with the regional
TRICARE contractor). If they
receive services from a provider
who is not authorized, the cost of
services-even though they might
otherwise be covered by the pro-
gram-will not be shared by the
government.

Activated Reservists/National
Guard members should check
with their Reserve centers or unit
commanding officers to make
sure that all information about
themselves and their family mem-
bers is current and accurate in the
Defense Enrollment Eligibility
Reporting System (DEERS) data-
base. Incorrect information can
result in delayed claims process-
ing,  problems with the use of
retail pharmacies and the National
Mail Order Pharmacy benefit, and
other difficulties. For information
about DEERS enrollment, contact
the DEERS Telephone Center
from 6 a.m.-5 p.m., Pacific Time,
toll-free, at 1-800-334-4162
(California only), 1-800-527-5602
(Alaska and Hawaii only), or 1-
800-538-9552 (all other states).

If you’re an activated Reservist
or National Guard member, you
can get more information about
your family’s TRICARE Standard
benefits from the TRICARE
Standard Handbook. To get one,
check with your nearest uni-
formed services hospital or clinic,
or any TRICARE service center.
Or, write to the TRICARE
Management Activity, 16401 E.
Centretech Pkwy., Aurora, CO
80011-9043.

You also can get information
from the TRICARE Web site:
www.tricare.osd.mil, or from the
Reserve Affairs Web site:
www.raweb.osd.mil.

All active-duty service mem-
bers are provided with dental ben-
efits at no cost. Reservists and
National Guard members who are
called to active duty for a period
of more than 30 consecutive days,
and those on “indefinite” orders,
who are enrolled in the TRICARE
Selected Reserve Dental Program
(TSRDP), will have coverage dis-
continued during their activation.
For more information about the
TSRDP, call toll-free, at 1-800-
211-3614.

Military members who have
been on active duty for more than
30 consecutive days, and who
intend to remain on active duty for
at least 24 months, can enroll their
family members in the TRICARE
Family Member Dental Plan
(TFMDP). For more information
about the TFMDP, call toll-free, at
1-800-866-8499.

TRICARE offers benefits to
activated Reservists, NG 

The Department of Defense announced today a
new health care innovation is now in effect that
will make repeat “TRICARE Prime” participation
easier. 

As of May 1, the need to submit an annual TRI-
CARE re-enrollment became obsolete. In a phased
introduction, re-enrollment is automatic unless a
beneficiary declines the “Prime” option. 

“Automatic re-enrollment eliminates the need
for a Prime beneficiary to fill out paperwork every
year,” said Dr. Sue Bailey, assistant secretary of
Defense for Health Affairs. “The improvement
will remove a burden on our beneficiary and
improve the TRICARE Prime benefit by simplify-
ing the process for our Prime enrollees.” 

Beneficiaries will begin receiving notification
from their regional contractors about the automat-
ic re-enrollment 30 days prior to the anniversary
date of their original sign-up with the military
managed care plan. 

The first regions to implement automatic re-
enrollment beginning May 1 are Region 1
(Northeast), under which Aberdeen Proving
Ground falls; Region 2 (Mid-Atlantic); and Region
5 (Heartland). Other regional contractors will
begin automatic re-enrollment June 1.

“Our goal is to streamline the re-enrollment
process and to eliminate paperwork,” said Dr.
James Sears, executive director, TRICARE
Management Activity (TMA). “Our Prime benefi-
ciaries should be able to continue to enjoy the ben-
efits of TRICARE without having to return forms
every time their enrollment anniversary rolls
around. A response to the notification is required
only if a beneficiary wants to make changes or dis-
enroll from the Prime benefit.”

Thirty days before a beneficiary’s enrollment

anniversary, the regional contractor will send writ-
ten notification, and if applicable, an invoice for
the annual enrollment fee. The invoice will include
options for full or quarterly payments. Monthly
installment payments also will be accepted via
allotment or electronic funds transfer, beginning
next year. 

A beneficiary may decline further TRICARE
Prime enrollment, and may re-enroll at any time as
long as he or she remains eligible. 

Beneficiaries covered by Prime who want to
continue their coverage, but do not receive notifi-
cation of automatic re-enrollment, or those with
other questions about TRICARE, should contact
their regional TRICARE office.

Regional offices can be reached by calling the
following toll-free 

numbers: 
Northeast (Region 1), 1-888-999-5195 
Mid-Atlantic (Region 2), 1-800-931-9501 
Southeast (Region 3), 1-800-444-5445
Puerto Rico and Latin America (Region 3), 1-

888-777-8343 
Heartland (Region 5), 1-800-941-4501
Southwest (Region 6), 1-800-406-2832
Central (Regions 7/8), 1-888-TRIWEST (1-

888-874-9378)
Southern California (Region 9) and Golden

Gate (Region 10), 1-800-242-6788 
Northwest (Region 11), 1-800-404-0110
Pacific (Region 12), 1-800-777-8343; Hawaii,

1-800-242-6788, and Alaska, 1- 
888-777-8343
Europe, 1-888-777-8343.
Information is also available on the World Wide

Web at 
http://www.tricare.osd.mil/.

APG among first TRICARE regions
to begin automatic re-enrollment 

New e-mail address can
offer answers to questions

Military personnel at Aberdeen Proving Ground
have a new and convenient way to get personalized
answers to their questions about TRICARE.  

The Army Surgeon General’s office has instituted
a direct e-mail address (www.tricare_help@otsg-
amedd.army.mil) for soldiers and their families who
have questions or situations which they have not
been able to get answered at their local level.

The new e-mail address appeared on more than
480,000 April leave-and-earnings statements for
active duty soldiers. The TRICARE information will
also be available on a May LES.

“We want to ensure promptness in resolving sol-
diers’ concerns about health care,” said Army
Surgeon General Lt. Gen. Ronald R. Blanck. 

Officials at the Surgeon General’s office reported
that during the first 10 days after the address
appeared on the LES, only 40 inquiries were made
using the new e-mail address, indicating that most

soldiers and family members were getting the infor-
mation and assistance they need at their local instal-
lations. 

Col. Walter Egerton, commander of Kirk U.S.
Army Health Clinic, reminded military personnel
and their family members, both active-duty and
retired, that his staff is available to assist  with TRI-
CARE concerns and to intercede when necessary to
help resolve issues with Sierra Military Health
Services, the TRICARE contractor for Region I, or
higher-level TRICARE authorities.    

“Our goal is to provide quality care and total
patient satisfaction,” Egerton said. “Every Army
family served by Kirk U.S. Army Health Clinic
should keep this phone number handy - 1-888-999-
5195. I think we can help you with most problems,
but if we can’t help you in a reasonable time period,
then I urge you to use the Surgeon General’s new e-
mail address.”

TRICARE UPDATE
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Ordnance Week 1999
ORDNANCE, from front page

sentatives from such diverse orga-
nizations as the Ordnance
Museum, the Ordnance Corps
Association, Social Security
Administration, Headquarters
Army Materiel Command, Army
Research Laboratory, and several
civilian contractors.  Among those
visiting were members of Harford
County schools as part of the
Ordnance Center and School’s
Outreach Program.

Also on Tuesday, noted artist
Don Stivers unveiled “Service to
the Line,” a painting depicting the
activities of the Union Army’s
First Corps ordnancemen just to
the rear of the newly formed lines
on Culp’s and Cemetery Hills on
July 1, 1863, during the early
stages of the Battle of Gettysburg.
Stivers spent the evening signing
numbered prints at the Ordnance
Museum (see related story, page
9).

The Ordnance Corps
Association Golf Tournament,
which has become a highlight of
Ordnance Week activities, was
held at Ruggles Golf Course from
9 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. Wednesday.

On Thursday, activities
returned to the Ordnance Museum
as 10 individuals were inducted
into the Ordnance Corps Hall of
Fame. Assisting Chief of
Ordnance Maj. Gen. Dennis K.
Jackson in honoring the inductees
were: Gen. (U.S. Army, Retired)
Leon E. Salomon, honorary
colonel of the regiment; Chief
Warrant Officer 5 (U.S. Army,
Retired) Ted Reno, honorary war-
rant officer of the regiment; and
Command Sgt. Maj. (U.S. Army,
Retired) Willie E. Battle, hon-
orary command sergeant major of
the regiment. Honored this year
were (all ranks are retired ranks):

• SSgt. Roy E. Judkins, a native
of Lincolnton, Ga., was honored
for his service as an explosive
ordnance disposal (EOD) special-
ist for 17 years and specifically
for his heroism on three separate
occasions in Vietnam. Judkins is
the highest decorated EOD ser-
vice member in the history of the
service. He earned the
Distinguished Service Cross and
the Bronze Star for Valor within a
four-day period for rescuing a
squad trapped by a minefield and

assisting in the removal of live
ammunition from two soldiers
undergoing surgery. He retired in
1978.

• Col. Frank Scott, a native of
Cleveland, is this year’s “histori-
cal” inductee. He was honored for
his work as a leading industrial
pioneer in World War I. He was
one of the first men of the 20th
Century to master the elements of
the critical relationship between
the modern needs of Army
Ordnance and the civilian manu-
facturing and procurement
process. Scott also co-founded the
Army Ordnance Association in
1919 and served as its director for
30 years. He passed away on April
15, 1949. Accepting his Hall of
Fame Medal was Maj. Gen. (U.S.
Army, Retired) Paul Greenberg,
vice-president of the National
Defense Preparedness
Association, successor to the
Army Ordnance Association, co-
founded by Scott.

• Gen. Johnnie E. Wilson, a
native of Loraine, Ohio, was hon-
ored for his many innovative
changes in the Ordnance Corps
during his 39-year career, which
began as an enlisted soldier and
culminated in his final assignment
as the commanding general of the
U.S. Army Materiel Command
(AMC).  A former chief of

Ordnance, he received his fourth
star when he assumed command
of AMC. While there, Wilson was
responsible for the worldwide
logistics support for the U.S.
Army and an 80,000-person work
force. He retired from active duty
in April 1999.

• Lt. Gen. Ronald V. Hite, a
native of Washington County,
Tennessee, was cited for his role
as a key player in the testing and
fielding of the M1 Abrams Tank
and the Bradley Fighting Vehicle.
He was the leader in the develop-
ment of key weapon systems by
the Army Acquisition Corps,
putting our military on the leading
edge of technology. Hite is now
president and chief executive offi-
cer of Cypress International

• Col. James P. Hamill, a native
of New York, was a major player
in the United States’ missile and
aeronautical technology develop-
ments.  He was a member of the
Ordnance technical intelligence
team that captured and shipped
V2 rocket parts from Germany
after World War II. Hamill’s work
with captured German scientists,
chiefly Dr. Wernher von Braun,
permitted the United States to
move ahead in the space program
which culminated with the
manned landing on the moon. He
retired from active duty in April

At left, the latest inductees into the Ordnance
Corps Hall of Fame pose for a group photo after
the induction ceremony at the Ordnance
Museum. Back row, from left, are: Maj. Gen. (U.S.
Army, Ret.) Paul Greenberg, who accepted the
Hall of Fame Medal on behalf of Col. Frank Scott;
Gen. (U.S. Army, Ret.) Johnnie E. Wilson; Lt. Gen.
(U.S. Army, Ret.) Ronald Hite; Chief Warrant
Officer 5 (U.S. Army, Ret.) Thomas G. Grice; Sgt.
Maj. (U.S. Army, Ret.) Willie E. Cameron; James
Hamill, who accepted the Hall of Fame Medal for
his father, Col. James P. Hamill; Command Sgt.
Maj. (U.S. Army, Ret.) Thomas J. Rucker; Leslie H.
Black; and Dale Kinney. In the foreground is
SSgt. (U.S. Army, Ret.) Roy Judkins.

Below, Col. Stephen C.Taylor, commander of the
59th Ordnance Brigade, Redstone Arsenal, Ala.,
and his staff join the other units in line as the
massed colors are presented during the
Ordnance Anniversary Review at Fanshaw Field
on Friday.

1961 and passed away in February
1984.  His son, James, accepted
his Hall of Fame Medal.

• Chief Warrant Officer 5
Thomas G. Grice, a native of
Urbana, Ill., is considered one of
the most talented and respected
technicians to have served in the
Ordnance Corps and the Army. He
was the first warrant officer to
command the Army’s first techni-
cal service warrant officer candi-
date company and the first regi-
mental warrant officer of the
Ordnance Corps. He was cited for
being a true pioneer in shaping
and strengthening the future of the
Army Warrant Officer Corps. He
retired from active duty in 1996. 

• Command Sgt. Maj. Thomas
J. Rucker, a native of Toledo,
Ohio, was recognized for his 30-
year career in assignments rang-
ing from organizational mainte-
nance in missile units to battalion
motor sergeant to Advanced
Individual Training (AIT) brigade
command sergeant major. A veter-
an of five tours in Vietnam, three

in Germany and one in Korea and
Italy, he was specifically com-
mended for developing mainte-
nance support under the forward
support teams the Army currently
uses, and leadership training
developments in both the AIT and
Noncommissioned Officer
Academy arenas. Rucker retired
from active duty in 1994.

• Sgt. Maj. Willie E. Cameron,
a native of West Green, Ala., was
recognized for his contributions to
the Ordnance Corps as both a sol-
dier and an Army civilian employ-
ee.  Specifically, he was cited for
his skilled work rebuilding war-
damaged vehicles in Vietnam and
as a logistics and maintenance
manager who established a stan-
dard that is second to none. He
served 30 years as a soldier and 13
years as a Department of the
Army civilian.

• Leslie H. Black, a native of
Lancaster, Ky., was the director of
Industrial Operations at Rock
Island Arsenal, Ill., for half of his
38-year career. He was cited

specifically for his leadership in
improving the quality of products
in the Army tool kit program.
Especially noted was the design
and development of three proto-
type tool kits which were success-
fully field tested in 1997, and the
Heavy Mobility Contact
Maintenance Truck. Known as
“Mr. Logistician,” Black earned a
reputation as one of the Army’s
best future-thinking leaders. He
retired in 1998.

• Dale F. Kinney, a native of
Bloomfield, Neb., served as direc-
tor for Industrial Preparedness and
Installations for the U.S. Army
Armament-Munitions and
Chemical Command. He was
specifically cited for his superb
leadership in the development and
adoption of innovative programs
to improve Army depot productiv-
ity and as a key influence on
today’s philosophy of supply and
maintenance depot management.
He currently is president of Day &
Zimmerman, Inc., Government
Systems Group.

Photo by RALPH BROTH

The massed colors of the Nation, the Ordnance Corps, the Ordnance Missile and Munitions Center and School, the Ordnance
Center and School, and their associated units, are moved forward during the Ordnance Anniversary Review.
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At top, Gen. (Ret.) Johnnie E. Wilson is recognized as an
inductee in the Ordnance Hall of Fame, while above, Lt. Gen.
(Ret.) Ronald V. Hite, former commander of APG and TECOM,
stands and is recognized for his induction.
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Noted artist captures a
moment in Corps history
By Yvonne Johnson
APG News

The U.S. Army Ordnance Corps celebrated its 187th anniver-
sary last week and planners said a major part of the observance
was being planned even before the Corps’ 186th anniversary.

In keeping with the anniversary motto, “Carry the Flame into
the 21st Century,” the Ordnance Corps Association decided to
obtain an original painting depicting 19th century Ordnance sol-
diers at work for display in the Ordnance Museum. The associa-
tion commissioned noted Civil War artist Don Stivers, who readi-
ly agreed, and began work on the painting that would become
known as “Service to the Line.”

On May 11, Stivers unveiled the painting in a reception at the
museum before members and guests of the Ordnance community.

Maj. Gen. Dennis K. Jackson, Army chief of Ordnance and
commandant of the U.S. Army Ordnance Center and School,
hosted the reception. Jackson, before unveiling the painting, said
that Stivers was the logical and obvious choice for such an
endeavor because of his reputation for producing historically cor-
rect works.

“Stivers paintings have become part of the Army culture,”
Jackson said. “You can see a very meticulous process in his
works. We feel proud to accept this into the Ordnance Corps. 

The association’s president, Brig. Gen. (Ret.) Bill Holmes,
said the plan to retain Stivers started more than a year ago and
was accomplished with the help of Chief Warrant Officer 5 (Ret.)
Ted Reno, the association’s executive secretary.

“What started out small turned into a major event,” Holmes
said. “The next thing we knew, Don was in Aberdeen doing his
research to ensure authenticity.” 

Reno added that obtaining a Stivers painting had been a goal
of the association ever since Gen. John G. Coburn was stationed
at Aberdeen Proving Ground.

“We began negotiations in March of ‘98,” Reno said. “It took
the joint efforts of several key people to obtain Stivers.”

The association also sponsored 500 limited edition prints of
“Service to the Line,” which Stivers autographed for purchasers
later that evening.

Three of the prints were designated as gifts to “key parts” of
the Ordnance Corps: OC&S; Redstone Arsenal’s Ordnance
Missile and Munitions Center and School; and the Office of the
Deputy Chief of Staff of Logistics at the Pentagon. 

Col. Stephen Taylor, commandant of the Missile and
Munitions Center and School, expressed his pleasure in accept-

ing the gift on behalf of the school.
“This is a great surprise for us. We’ve got a real nice

place to put it in the school headquarters,” Taylor said.
Taylor jokingly added that he was uncertain how many

soldiers it would take to guard the print.
Stivers, whose originals hang in military museums around

the country, said he collects artifacts from the Civil War
period to assist him in his research. 

“I do all the research myself, then I have experts critique
my research. The technology they use to qualify every detail
is fabulous,” Stivers said.

He praised his wife, Beverly, who is also an artist, for
being a tremendous help to him.

“She designs my catalogs and tells me when to paint and
when not to paint. My job would be much tougher without
her,” Stivers said.

The artist couple spent the rest of the evening autograph-
ing the prints that were purchased that evening while the rest
of the guests took turns admiring the original “Service to the
Line.”

Three German students, Horst Tjaden, Andi Schwarz and
Sven Heidel, from the Officers Candidate Course at OC&S,
remarked that the painting impressed them because they had
recently visited Gettysburg with Dr. William F. Atwater,
director of the Ordnance Museum. 

“It looks a lot like many of the things we saw when we
were there,” Heidel said. 

Command Sgt. Maj. David Wypychowski of the 710th
Main Support Battalion at Fort Drum, N.Y., said that what
he admired most about Stivers work is his attention to detail.

“He consistently creates works that stand up to the closest
scrutiny,” Wypychowski observed. I hope to bring quite a
few of his prints home one day.”

The limited edition prints measure 17x23 inches and sell
for $150. More than 400 were sold during the signing peri-
ods. Anyone interested in purchasing one of the remaining
prints should contact the Ordnance Museum Gift Shop at
410-278-2396. 
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Hundreds gather to salute Corps’
187-year history of service to nation

Army Ordnance Museum 
receives Stivers original

Photo by ED STARNES

Noted Civil War artist Don Stivers unveils the orginal painting of “Service to the Line” assisted by Maj. Gen. Dennis
K. Jackson, Army chief of Ordnance and commandant of U.S. Army Ordnance Center and School.

Photo by ED STARNES

Civil War artist Don Stivers autographs a limited edition print
of his painting “Service to the Line” at the U.S. Army
Ordnance Museum.

On Thursday and Friday, the
senior leadership of the Ordnance
Corps met to discuss a wide variety
of subjects of importance to not only
the Corps, but to the U.S. Army as
well. Subjects included such items
as: the Force XXI Division structure;
the Ordnance Functional Area
Analysis; contractor logistics sup-
port; Velocity Management; materiel
updates; officer, enlisted and warrant
officer training and professional
development; the health of the
Ordnance Corps, and an update
briefing on the U.S. Army Combined
Arms Support Command.

The annual anniversary review
included units from APG, Redstone
Arsenal, Ala., and Fort Gordon, Ga.
Commander of Troops was Brig.
Gen. Russell A. Eggers, deputy com-
manding general for mobilization
and training, U.S. Army Ordnance
Center and School. The reviewing
officer was Lt. Gen. James M. Link,
deputy commanding general, U.S.
Army Materiel Command, while the
host commander was the Chief of
Ordnance. The Command Sergeant
Major was Regimental Command
Sgt. Maj. Joshua Hooper.

Units participating included: the
61st Ordnance Brigade, APG, com-
manded by Col. Ira H. Hudson; the
59th Ordnance Brigade, Redstone
Arsenal, commanded by Col.
Stephen C. Taylor; the
Noncommissioned Officer
Academy, commanded by Command
Sgt. Maj. Stephen A. McWilliams;
the U.S. Marine Corps Detachment,
commanded by Lt. Col. Raymond O.
Thomas; the U.S. Air Force
Detachment, commanded by Lt. Col.
Darrell C. Holck; the OC&S
Combined Honor Guard; the 389th
Army Band (AMC’s Own), com-
manded by Chief Warrant Officer 4
Jerry L. Standridge; and the Salute
Battery, commanded by Chief
Warrant Officer 2 Carol R. Priddy. 

A message from President Bill
Clinton congratulated the soldiers
and civilians of the Ordnance Corps.  

“For almost two centuries, the
Ordnance Corps has served our
nation with courage, skill, and deter-
mination,” he noted. “You can be
proud of your long tradition of excel-
lence in combat service support to
our Armed Forces. You have played
a vital role in defending our free-
dom, advancing democracy against
tyranny, and protecting America’s
interests around the globe.

“On behalf of the grateful Nation,
I thank you for your history and her-
itage of faithful and selfless service
to our country and to your fellow
Americans. Best wishes for a memo-
rable anniversary celebration.”

Jackson told those in attendance
that “It is truly a great day to be here
in the Ordnance Corps, and a great
day to be here in Aberdeen.”

Link stated that he was proud to
be at the celebration with “great
patriots, great Americans.

“It’s great to have the opportunity
to return to the Home of Ordnance.
As an OCS candidate I marched on
this field every Friday afternoon for
six months,” he said.

He noted that the events in the
world today should make everyone
feel fortunate to live in this great
land. He reminded everyone that
freedom is not free, but was forged
by the sacrifice of countless young
men and women.

Link reminded the audience of

some of the words penned just a
short 40 miles away by Francis Scott
Key and asked them to reflect on the
words of the “Star Spangled
Banner,” and the fact that the flag
stills waves because of the hard work
of the Ordnance Corps to arm the
military over the years.

Later that evening, guests at the
Ordnance Ball were reminded of the
resourcefulness of soldiers from the
Army’s newest four-star general,
Gen. John G. Coburn, who was pro-
moted to his new rank by the chief of
staff of the Army at Fort Myers, Va.,
at the same time the Corps was being
honored at APG. Serving as the
guest speaker for the ball, he also
provided information about Army
logistics, having just served as the
Army’s deputy chief of staff for
logistics. He is now the AMC com-
manding general.

Dr. Jack Atwater, director of the
Ordnance Museum, provided the
keynote address for the Enlisted
Ordnance Ball on Saturday. Atwater,
who served in Vietnam as a Marine
officer, talked about honor, courage
and commitment as it applied to the
Marine Corps. He used the story of
Smedley Darlington Butler to
explain “courage.”

The recipient of two Medals of
Honor, Butler “approached by a
cabal of very rich and influential
men and was asked to take part in a
conspiracy to literally seize the
White House. This cabal was con-
vinced that the newly elected presi-
dent was embarked on a program of
‘bolshevism.’” 

Butler, Atwater said, exposed the
plot and the Republic was saved.

When discussing “courage”
Atwater explained that the names of
several Marines came readily to
mind, but he talked about SSgt. Jerry
Lineberry who, after being wounded
in the initial attack on his platoon in
Vietnam, continued to direct his
unit’s fire. Every time he shouted
directions, he would be shot again.
Despite being repeated told to be
quiet so he would be safe, Lineberry
continued to provide fire directions
so artillery and close air support
could be brought to bear.

“He ignored the lieutenant,”
Atwater noted. “He bled to death. No
wound in and of itself on his body
should have proved fatal. If he had
just kept quiet he would have sur-
vived. Jerry Lineberry understood
that courage is not the absence of
fear, but the conviction that some-
thing else is more important than the
fear that confronts you.”

In that same action, he continued,
three Navy Medical Corpsmen were
killed. The first, “Doc Jesus” Pena,
ran to Lineberry and tried to drag
him to cover. He was killed.

“Fat Albert” Robechaux jumped
up from cover to pull both Marines
to safety, but was killed in the
attempt.

“Sister Mary” Reber, noted
Atwater, took advantage of a brief
lull in the fighting to leave his place
of safety in an attempt to rescue the
two corpsmen and Lineberry. He
was killed.

“They did it because the Marines
under fire were ‘their’ Marines,” said
Atwater, “fellow comrades-in-
arms.”

Ordnance Week celebrates the
formal creation of the Ordnance
Corps by Act of Congress on May
14, 1812.

Photo by LAMONT HARBISON

Maj. Gen. Dennis K. Jackson, left, and Lt. Gen. James M. Link,
deputy commanding general, U.S. Army Materiel Command, pre-
pare to review the troops at Fanshaw Field.
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Internet hoaxes waste time,
money, spread inaccuracies
IBy CWO 4 Jim Powlen
Criminal Investigation Command

In the wake of Melissa Virus and some other
issues related to e-mail, I would like to revisit the
issue of Internet hoaxes.

All of us receive e-mail from time to time usual-
ly forwarded by friends or acquaintances with out-
landish information that is purported to be true.
They usually carry official sounding information,
such as endorsements from large companies or
famous persons, or vague public service folks, i.e.:
“a 911 operator for a northeastern police depart-
ment.”

They will have endorsements from other people
who have allegedly forwarded the mails, things like,
“my boss/brother/sister/cousin checked it out and its
real.”

The problem is, it’s not real. The Internet has
provided us with the ability to transmit information
to a great many people, spanning the globe with the
stroke of a key.  This responsibility should be taken
seriously. Clogging servers with this nuisance e-
mail can bring systems to a halt or significantly
impair their function.

The other problem that occurs is an incident
which is local in nature now suddenly is flashed
across the world, though the problem is limited to
one very small geographic area.

Examples of these hoaxes are:
• Microsoft and Disney have teamed up to offer

free trips to the first 13,000 people who receive this
e-mail, signed by Walt Disney Jr. (who doesn’t
exist).

• Gangs are spraying LSD and strychnine on pay
phone keys

• HIV infected needles are being placed in movie
theater seats, pay phone slots, soda and candy dis-
pensers

• People on business trips are being seduced in
bars and given a sedative, subsequently waking up
in a bathtub full of ice with a note notifying them
that some of their organs have been harvested.

So, how do you tell if you
have received a bogus
alert?  There are
some things to
look for:

The message
does not identify
a person who
can be easi-
ly contact-
ed to con-
firm the
original

information.
They are of a nature where they could happen to

almost anyone.
They are reported as second-hand information

with the author having no first-hand knowledge.
They involve grievous bodily harm or injury

befalling an unsuspecting victim who is undeserving
of their misfortune.

The incidents have not been reported by local or
national media.

Oh, it’s all harmless you say. Who cares if I for-
ward a few dumb e-mails to everyone I know?

An official working at the Pentagon recently for-
warded the hoax related to LSD being sprayed on
telephone keys. His signature stamp, including
name, title, office address and phone number, auto-
matically were added to the message. As a result, he
began receiving about 15 calls an hour from all over
the country seeking to verify the information.

Do you think that has an impact on his ability to
function in his job? You bet it does. Not to mention
tying up telephone assets.

How do you protect yourself and avoid sending
out hoaxes, but still have the ability to send out real
threat information? Easy - verify the information
you receive before sending it. If there is no way to
verify it, check the following websites:

• snopes.simplenet.com/ulindex.htm
• urbanlegends.miningco.com
• dir.yahoo.com/Society

_and_Culture/Mythology_and_Folklore/Urban_
Legends

• urbanlegends.com
If you have concerns contact this office at 410-

278-5261, and we will get an answer for you.
Remember, preventing the proliferation of these

hoaxes and the unnecessary jamming of mail
servers is a responsibility we all share, be the solu-
tion.

from April-July 1991, and prior to
that served as deputy chief of staff
for procurement, AMC, from
1989-1991.

Coburn’s other major com-
mand assignments include: com-
mander of the Materiel Readiness
Support Activity, Lexington, Ky.,
1987-1989; commander, Division
Support Command, 2nd Armored
Division, Fort Hood, Texas, 1984-
1986; commander, 124th
Maintenance Battalion, 2nd
Armored Division, Fort Hood,
Texas, 1980-1982; commander,
Defense Contract Administration
Services Management Area,
Defense Logistics Agency, South
Bend, Ind., 1978-1980; and
plant/depot commander, Taiwan
Materiel Agency, AMC, Taiwan,
from 1971-1973. 

The general’s staff assignments
include assistant chief of staff, G-
4 (Logistics), 2nd Armored
Division, 1982-1983; executive

officer, Battlefield Systems
Directorate, Headquarters, AMC,
1977-1978; procurement officer,
Procurement and Production
Directorate, AMC Headquarters;
senior advisor, Training and
Personnel. U.S. Army Engineer
District-Saudi Arabia, Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, 1975-1977; execu-
tive officer, Defense Contract
Administration Services Region,
Defense Supply Agency, New
York, N.Y., 1968-1971; and assis-
tant G-3 (Operations), II Field
Force Vietnam, U.S. Army,
Vietnam, 1967-1968.

After returning from Taiwan,
Coburn attended the U.S. Army
Command and General Staff
College, Fort Leavenworth, Kan.,
then the University of Kansas,
Mo., where he earned a master’s
degree in political science. He
was awarded a bachelor’s degree
in education from Eastern
Michigan University. He also
holds a juris doctor degree from

the University of Missouri and is
licensed to practice law before the
Supreme Court, State of
Michigan; Supreme Court, State
of Kentucky; District of
Columbia Court of appeals; the
U.S. Court of Military Appeals
and the Supreme Court of the
United States.

Coburn’s military decorations
include the Defense
Distinguished Service Medal, the
Distinguished Service Medal,
Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf
Cluster, Bronze Star with Oak
Leaf Cluster, Meritorious Service
Medal with three Oak Leaf
Clusters, Joint Service
Commendation Medal, Army
Commendation Medal, the
Southwest Asia Service Medal
and the Kuwait Liberation Medal.

A native of Kentucky, he is
married to the former Janice
Pepper of Ypsilanti, Mich., and
they have three sons John, Robert
and Matthew.

Coburn receives fourth star,
becomes AMC commander

COBURN, from front page
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By Alene Williams
Client Services Division

Here at the Legal Assistance Office we try
to help every person who is authorized our
services with all of their problems.
Occasionally, we have to turn the individual
away because we cannot provide the service
requested.

A recurring problem is in notarization.
More than once an individual has claimed
that other posts notarize documents that we
cannot. The reason for this difference may be
that the other post is notarizing documents
for which it has no authority; or, the law of
that state differs from Maryland.

To help individuals understand the extent
of our authority, the following information is
provided:

What is a notary?  
A notary is a responsible person appointed

by state government to witness the signing of
important documents and administer oaths.

The responsible person may be a military
member or a civilian, depending upon the cir-
cumstances. According to Army Regulation
27-55, Notarial Services, certain military
individuals have the general powers of a
notary public in the performance of notarial
services to be used by authorized individuals.  

Military members who have powers of a
notary public are:

• all judge advocates;
• warrant officers and NCOs who possess

a primary military occupational specialty of
550A or 71D, serve outside the United States,

and serve under the immediate supervision of
a judge advocate or DA civilian attorney
employee;

• other service members granted special
authorization from the Department of the
Army.

In addition to these military members, all
DA civilian attorney employees and all adju-
tants have the general powers of a notary
public.

Commanders may authorize the following
individuals to obtain civil notarial commis-
sions and to use these commissions in perfor-
mance of their official duties:

• NCOs who possess a 71D MOS and who
work under the immediate supervision of a
judge advocate or a DA civilian attorney
employee;

• and, DA civilian employees with a grade
of GS-4 or higher.

The important words in the regulation
regarding civil notarial commissions are “in
performance of their official duties.” The sec-
ond most important factor to remember is
that they must work under the immediate
supervision of a judge advocate or a DA
civilian attorney employee. This means that
you may not provide notarial services during
your work/duty time unless you meet the
above criteria.

The Legal Office has several civilian
notaries public and one military legal special-
ist who is a Maryland notary public.

Under Maryland law, a Maryland commis-
sioned notary public has no authority to certi-
fy a copy of a public record, a publicly

recorded document, a school record or diplo-
ma, a professional license, or any other pub-
lic or private document or record which does
not pertain to the notary public’s official acts.

Under AR 27-55, military notaries may
certify copies of public records or publicly
recorded documents from an official source
for limited purposes, including military
administration (finance and personnel admin-
istration); and federal administration where
allowed by law or other regulation, i.e.,
Immigration and Naturalization Service and
Veterans Administration.

Any records custodian has the authority to
certify a copy of a document for which they
hold the original.

For example, a personnel employee can
certify a copy of any original document
which is filed in an official personnel file. A
finance employee could certify a copy of a
Leave and Earnings Statement.

The Legal Office will answer any ques-
tions you may have regarding notarizations
and certified copies. Call 410-278-1583/1584
for information.

Legally Speaking covers legal assistance
and claims issues important to the APG com-
munity. If you have a question in these areas,
address it to Legally Speaking at the Office of
the Chief Counsel and Staff Judge Advocate,
ATTN: AMSTE-JA (Legally Speaking), Bldg.
310, Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD 21005.
Questions with broad applicability may be
answered and published in a later edition.

Notarizations are common need for community
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cessful in reducing costs and
contracting lead time.

Meanwhile, the AMCAC con-
tracting offices at the Aberdeen
and Edgewood areas had to sit by
and watch. We use SAACONS to
generate solicitations and con-
tracts. SAACONS was initially
implemented well over 10 years
ago — and looks its age. It can-
not generate a solicitation in a
format that can be placed directly
on the Web. Although many
improvements have been made
since it was first fielded, SAA-
CONS is just now getting close
to the point where the majority of
solicitations and awards could be
posted electronically to the Web.

However, just as SAACONS
is getting ready to go paperless, it
is going to be replaced by a new
contracting system, PD2, also
known as SPS.

Between PD2 and other initia-
tives, the world of contracting
should be virtually paperless very
soon. But before we look into the
crystal ball, let’s look at where
we are now.

• More than 80 percent of the
purchase requests come into the
Aberdeen Area branch electroni-
cally via the AMC Installation
Supply System (AMCISS) or
other automated system.

• Many of our larger solicita-
tions are now posted on the

World Wide Web. If you go to
the AMCAC Home Page
(http://www.sbccom.apgea.army.
mil/srs/amcac/index.html) and
click on “RFP” you can access
several recent solicitations. These
solicitations are available only on
the Web; paper copies will not be
made available. However, for the
most part we still receive propos-
als on paper, and we still usually
award paper contracts. 

• Most buys under $100,000
are solicited via phone and,
whenever possible, purchase
orders under $25,000 are award-
ed via phone with a credit card.

• We still use FACNET when
it makes sense, and now solicita-
tions issued via FACNET are
also posted on the Army
Acquisition Business Web-site,
which has recently been devel-
oped as the Army’s single Web
location for solicitations.  (From
our Home Page, click on “RFQ”,
then “RFQ Search…,” and fol-
low the directions.)

• Virtually all our contractors
are paid by Electronic Funds
Transfer or credit card.

What’s next?
Now for the future!  You can

expect to see the following with-
in the next year or so:

• All or nearly all purchase
requests and related documents
will be sent to the contracting

office electronically. The Army
currently is considering whether
to adopt a standard Army-wide
“front-end” system for submit-
ting purchase requests to con-
tracting offices, but whether or
not the same “front-end” is used
Army-wide, the purchase request
system will become virtually
paperless.

• The contract specialist (and
others as appropriate) will pre-
pare the solicitation and all the
associated paperwork electroni-
cally in PD2. If any approvals are
needed, the documents will be
circulated electronically. The
solicitation will be posted on the
Web.

• Companies will submit their
proposals via the Web. Just as
many people worry about the
security of their credit card num-
bers if they order something over
the Web, contractors have been
very concerned about the security
of their proposals if they submit
them electronically. Currently
available technology is being
used to resolve this issue.

• Automation tools will be
used to help with the evaluation
of proposals. One such tool,
FedSelect, is routinely used with
great success by the U.S. Army
Soldier and Biological Chemical
Command in the evaluation of
their major procurements.

• The contract will be generat-

ed in PD2, awarded by affixing
the contracting officer’s electron-
ic signature to the document, and
posted to the Web.  

• Contract distribution will be
a thing of the past. We will no
longer reproduce a dozen or two
fat copies of every contract and
distribute them in hard copy.
Organizations will access their
contracts via the Internet. Those
who simply must have a hard
copy will be able to print their
own copies from the Web.

• Contract administration will
be accomplished using the Web,
e-mail, etc. Contractor data
(reports, vouchers, tech manuals,
etc.) will be transmitted electron-
ically.

• Those pieces of paper that do
slip into the paperless contracting
world will be scanned and stored
electronically. Contract files,
some of which currently require
several boxes of storage space,
will be transferred to a CD-
ROM.

What can you do?
No doubt you’re saying to

yourself, “Gee, this sounds
super! I wonder if I can help!”
Well, if you’re involved in sub-
mitting purchase requests, you
can.  Here are several things you
can do to join the paperless revo-
lution in acquisition: 

• Prepare any documents for

ACQUISITION, from page 2

Contracting personnel move toward paperless systems
contracts (e.g., Statements of
Work, historical data, purchase
descriptions, etc.) in Word, Excel
or other Microsoft Office format
and provide them to the contract
specialist by e-mail or floppy
disc. This will enable them to be
entered into PD2 without any re-
keying.

• Don’t ask for any data from
contractors unless you really
need it.

• If you require data from con-
tractors, have it delivered to you
electronically. (If you really need
a paper copy, you can always hit
the print button.)

A final note: PD2 currently is
scheduled be fielded at APG in
July and August. This is not the
best time from an end-of-the-year
standpoint. Experience at other
contracting sites indicates that
there is a significant learning
curve for PD2. Although we will
again do our best to satisfy your
needs, we would urge you to sub-
mit your end-of-the-year pur-
chase requests as early as possi-
ble to minimize the possibility
that your funds will not be oblig-
ated by Sept. 30.

“Paperless
Contracting” glossary

As in any area of the govern-
ment, paperless contracting has
its own alphabet soup.  Here are

some key acronyms:
EC - Electronic Commerce.

EC is the use of electronic means
to carry on some facet of con-
tracting.

EDI — Electronic Data
Interchange. EDI is the comput-
er-to-computer exchange of busi-
ness information (e.g., solicita-
tions, proposals, contract awards)
electronically.

EDA - Electronic Document
Access. EDA allows awarded
contract to be posted on the Web.
Access to the contracts currently
is controlled by use of passwords.

FACNET - Federal
Acquisition Computer Network,
established by the Federal
Acquisition Streamlining Act
(FASA) of 1994.  

PD2 - Procurement Desktop-
Defense, the new contracting
software package developed by
American Management Systems
(AMS) as the standard contract-
ing system for the Department of
Defense.

SAACONS - Standard Army
Automated Contracting System.
SAACONS currently is used as
the sole automated contracting
system at both the Aberdeen and
Edgewood area contracting
branches.

SPS - Standard Procurement
System, the generic name for the
contracting system.
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Environmental awareness
Students spread word about how shopping choices affect environment

By Lisa McDermott
Dynamic Corporation

This spring, Aberdeen Proving
Ground got together with young
people on and off post to create a
better understanding of how we
can all work together to protect
the environment. APG environ-
mentalists provided hands-on
exercises, displays and presenta-
tions to involve the students in
this year’s celebration of the earth
on April 22.

In conjunction with Earth Day,
the APG Commissary agreed to
“lend” 1,000 paper grocery bags
for children to decorate in honor
of Earth Day. Children from the
Aberdeen Area Youth Center and
the sixth-grade at Fallston Middle
School decorated the bags with
environmental pictures, phrases
and messages.

Once decorated, the bags were
returned to the commissary for
use. The hands-on project gave
the students an opportunity to
work with APG to spread the
word about the importance of the
environment.

Dawn Gardiner, sixth-grade
science teacher at Fallston Middle
School, assisted APG by distrib-
uting the bags to her students,
who decorated 500 bags for the
commissary.

“This activity is very simple,
effective and fun,” she said. “I
only allowed one day for the pro-
ject. I wish I had given the kids
more time because they were so
enthusiastic.”

APG Commissary manager
Tammy Stickler said she was
happy to let the students “borrow”

Photo by LISA MCDERMOTT

Liz Longenecker, right, pollution control specialist, conducts an exercise on source reduction with Fallston Middle School 
students.

the bags to promote the environ-
ment to her customers on Earth
Day. She used the bags at the
express checkout lane.

Gayle Weinstein, school-age
coordinator for APG’s Youth
Center, said she found the project
a great way to involve the stu-
dents at the center.

Liz Longenecker, pollution
prevention specialist, also spoke
to one of Gardiner’s sixth-grade

classes about source reduction.
She engaged the students in an
exercise used at APG for pollu-
tion prevention training. The stu-
dents were given an assignment to
paint the “armor of a tank” (index
card) to the exact specifications
provided by Longenecker. There
were four groups, two with simu-
lated “toxic” paint and two with
environmentally preferable paint.
Their goal was to perform the job

in the most efficient and cost-
effective way possible. They had
to take into consideration the cost
of disposing “hazardous” versus
“non-hazardous” materials, and
the quality of their product.

“The project was excellent and
hands-on,” Gardiner said. “The
students were very excited, and
everybody had a part.”

Gardiner added that students
practiced and applied the scientif-

ic method they learned this year.
“They also learned how to

reduce their use of resources,” she
said.

APG also gave the students at
Southampton Middle School a
look at how APG protects the
environment throughout the year,
as 15 participants joined APG for
the Fourth Annual Earth Day Fair
at the school. Karen Leffew,
eighth-grade science teacher, said

most of the participants are from
the county and state government.
However, she explained, there
are also some representatives
from local pet shops talking to
the students about endangered
species. 

“I think it is important to keep
our students informed of what is
going on in our community, state,
and nation in order to help pre-
serve and protect the earth and its
natural resources,” Leffew said.

Dan Debonis, environmental
scientist, Sheila Jones and Liz
Longenecker, pollution preven-
tion specialists and Lisa
McDermott, community rela-
tions specialist, provided the stu-
dents with information about
APG’s environmental program.
A demonstration of the advan-
tages of purchasing items in
bulk-packaging versus individu-
ally wrapped items helped to stu-
dents see how “smart buying”
can help the environment.

Slices from a loaf of bread
were handed out to the students
along with wax paper squares.
Then, the students were asked to
wrap the bread with the paper
and return them. The area of the
plastic bag was compared to that
of the pieces of wax paper. The
end result was 340 square inches
of plastic wrap, compared to
2400 square inches of wax paper,
illustrating how bulk-packaging
reduces the need for landfill
space. The demonstration gave
them first-hand experience and
knowledge to help them make
informed choices on everyday
purchases they make with their
families.

APG offered thanks to Tammy
Stickler for “lending” the grocery
bags, APG Commissary employ-
ees, Gardiner and her sixth-grade
science classes, Southampton
Middle School, and Fallston
Middle School for their partici-
pation in APG’s Earth Day activ-
ities.

Commissary 
shoppers receive
bags that offer
reminders to ‘think
green,’ conserve




